: on THE 


DO AND DOWNFALL 


5 — Ws 
FRUITLESS PROFESSOR: 
SEG. 


That the Day of Grace may be ban 
with him Jong before his Liſe is 


ended. ee 13 a 
The Signs alſo by which ſuch miſerable. 
Mortals may be known. 


„ — r 
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And now Ts 55 Ax i faid unto the Root af the 


Trees: therefore every Tree that bringeth not fortb 


Seas Fruit, is W down, and caſl ento the Fire, 


LEEDS: 
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175 Courteous Reader, 
Have written to thee now about 
the Barren Fig Tree, or how. 


* 


ö it ill fare with the Fruitleſs Pro- 
feſſor, that flandeth in the Vineyard 


15 Of bat Complexion thou art, T 
1 „ Om  druvine, - but the 
1 az: [2 np Pa- 


8 to . : 2 . 1 + pi SY J 


* 


1 


| 5 ket. 8 n N 
— 2 : — noni. 2 2 * S _— a — 4 WV 
1 4 - W... 8 „ a N 7 4 * 
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To ru REA DER. 
Parable rellr thee; that» the Cum- 
ber. ground muſt. be cut down. 8895 


8 7 Gan Profe fr 3 16 
not only. a. Provocation to God, @ 
- Stumbling-block* to tb World, and; 
a. Blemiſh to Religion, but @ Snare 
to his own Soul alſo. Though bis 
Excellence. mount upto tht Heg- 
wens, and his Head reach unto the 
Clouds, yet be fhall periſh for ever, 
hize bis own Dung, they that have 


gen- bin, ſpall. Jays. Where is he 7 
(4 


- -- 


\s - . - 


| | Now: they- count: it. be. 70 4 
riot in the Day-time, but what > 
. mw To do Wen the Ax 15 Ye 


., 
1 7 Be 177. OY Fruit beth, 


| - is rechoned a. Tree without Fruit, a 
1 Tree twice dead (s) one that 2 
32 e up 5 the. Roots. = - 


ts. Ma Ee the”; IO A 


(a) Job Ax. 6. 00 2 Pet ü, 13, 14. (e) Jude 12. 1. 


To. THE. READER. 


O tbou Cumber- ground, God er. 
hu Fruit, 1 _ come 855 


Fruit . 


1 Eubor tarin ee; ö 
7 . that they look to it, that” 
1 | 29 1 Beed. oh : 


"7 50 Eren Fig Tree i in the Vina 
yard, and the Bramble in the 
— are both N for the 
Fire. 


| Profeſſion 7s not à Covert to hide 

1 from 'the Eye of God, nor will it 
| palliate ” the" revengeful - e 
, bit Fuſtice, he it. NNE 1% 
cut it town ſhortly... 


are the beſt « Places ſor - the Up- 
right; but the worſt in the World 
1 Ft. the Cumber-ground : He muſe 
3 be cat, as profane, out of the © 
Mount of 'God : Caf, I. ſay, over © 

3 | the 


_ The: Church and 4 Preſeſnim No 


Tel 26m READER. 


_ the. Wall of the Vi neyard, there to 
vil her 3 Thence.. to be ' gathered and 
burned. It had been better for 
them that they had not known the 
Way of Righteouſneſs: (4) And 
yet i, they bad not, they had been 
damned; but it is better to go to 
Hell without, than in, or from un 
der a Profeſſion : Theſe halls re- 


| ceive greater Damnation. 40 


| 7 20 z. a Fa is pd 
tremble : If thou be Profane, do- ſo. | 
lhewiſe,. For if the Righteous 
ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall tbe 
Ungodly and Sinners appear? Cum- 
ber-ground, take heed of the Ax: 
Barren Fig Tree, beware of the 
Fire. C 


But I will keep rhe: no longer out 

' the Book: Chriſt Jeſus, he 
Dreſs of the Vineyard, take care of 
| 18 5 arg about” thee ane 0 hee, 
1 bat 


1 Of er = 105 ln Ny. 1 * Pc et, tip 13. 


To THE READER. 


. 5 7 mayeſt bear Fruit : That 
I when the Lord of the Vans com- 
eth with his Ax to ſeek for Fruit, 
or pronounce. the Sentence of Dam- - 
nation, on the Barren Fig Tree, thou 
mayeſt. eſcape that Fudgment. The 
Cumber-ground. muſt to the Wood- 
ey and thence fo the Fire. 


FAREWELL.” 


G be wich all them that love” 
our Lord Jeſus in Bincerity. 
Amen, : | — 


You [ _ Is 


e 
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1 <p Lake xili. 6, 75 8 8, EE | 
A certain Man bad a Fig Tree planted i in hic. 
Vineyard, and he came and ſought Fruit 
© thereon, and found none. Then faid be 
tothe. Dreſer of -bts Vineyard, Bebald,' 
© 1beſe three Years I come ſeeking Fruit GE 
this Fi Tree, and find none: Cut it dum, 
' why cumbereth it the Ground. And he 
© anſwering, ſaid, Lord, let it alone this | 
Fear alſo, until I. hall dig about it, and 
dung it: And if it bear 25 well: And 
F not, 'tbets _ wer thou feat cur” - | 
n. 


N 1 the Bete of chi hi. 
ter, we read, how ſome of the 

eus came to Jeſus. Cbriſt, to tell. him 
of. the ele n Pilate, In ming- | 


95 ling 


* 


: 10 Wh The Barren Fig Tree: | 


1 x 


ling the Blood of the Galileans with 
their Sacrifices- An Heatheniſh and 
prodigious Act. For therein he ſhew- | 
ed not only his Malice [againſt the 
Fewiſh Nation, but alſo againſt their 
Warthip; | and, 0 their 
God. An Action, I fay, net only 
Heatheniſh, but prodigious alſo; ſor 
the Lord Jeſus paraphraſing upon this 
Fact of his, teacheth the Jews, that 


Without Repentance, they- ſhould all 


likewiſe periſh. Likewiſe, © that is, by 


the Hand: and Rage of the Roman 4 


Empire: Neither ſhould they be more 
able to avoid the Stroke, than were 
thoſe Eigbieen upon whom the Tower of © 
Sitoam Fell, and flew them (a): The 
Fulfilling of which Prophecy,. for their 
Hardneſs of Heart, and Impenitency, 
was in the Days of Titus, Son of Veſpa- 
about forty Years after the Death 


fan, 
of Chriſt. Then, I ſay, were theſe 


Jeu, and their City both, envi- - 


roned round on every Side, wherein 


| both they and it,' to Amazement, were 
' miſerably -' overthrown. God gave 
them Sword, and Famine; Peſtilence, 
and n, For. e e againſt 

thæ· 


65 Luke xix. 42, #2 44. 


Ae Aren Ah Tree a 


che Son of his Love: So: Wrath. came 
on ibem to thei uttermoſt (b). 
Now to prevent their old and fooliſh 
* - alda which they always had in Rea» 
1 dineſs againſt ſuch* Propbecies and De- 
EF - nunciations of Judgment, the Lord 
„ Fefus preſents them 1 this Parable, 
ia which he emphatically ſhews them, 
that their Cry of being the 7 emple 
, the. Lord, and of their being the 
Children of Abrabam, &c. And N * 
being the Chureh of God, would not 
ſtand them in any ſtead, As who 
ſhould ſay, It may be you think to 
BE yourſelves againſt; this my Pro- 
Tbecy, of your utter and unavoidable 
Overthrow, by the Intereſt which 
you have in your outward Privile- 
ges: But all theſe will fail you; for 
What think you, A certain Man bad 
2 Fig Tree ar in his Vineyard, and 
he came and fought. Fruit: ibereon, and 
found none. This is your Caſe. The 
Jewiſh Land is God's Vineyard, I 
know it; and I know alſo, that you 
care the Fig T rees. But behold there 
: [| | -wanteth the main Thing, Fruit, for 
| the Sake and ExpeRation of: e a 


5) F Theff, . . 


da The. * Fig Ther. 


e ſet this Vineyard with Trees. 
Now, ſeeing the Fruit is not found 
amongſt you; the Fruit, I ſay, for 
the Sake of which he at firſt did 
plant this Vineyard; what remains, 
but that in Juſtice he command to 
cut you down, as thaſe that cumber 
the Ground, that he may plant him- 
ſelf + another Vineyard, Then ſaid he 
10 the Dreſſer of bis Vineyard, Behold, 
theſe three Years I come ſeeking Fruit on 
ibis Fig Tree, and find none; cut it down, 
<wby cambreth it the Ground ? This | 
therefore 'muſt be your End, altho' 
you. are planted in the Garden of 
God, for the Barrenneſs and Un- 
fruitfulneſs of your Hearts and Lives, 
you muſt be cut off, yea, rooted Ps... 
and caſt out of the Vine yar. 
In Parables there are two 75 bings- to 
be taken Notice of, and to be en- 
| 1752885 into of them that read, 


Io "Bi," The Mutophors made uſe 
4 ' he 7 | 


2 
„5 


1. ech 4 ie © Doctrine; or 17 1 
Neries conched under ſuch Me: 


tapbors, 25 a . 4 — 8 
„ ab 


f 
j 


, — : » 
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The Metaphors 1 in this Parable are: 


is "TP (I. ) A certain Man. 
2.) A Vineyard. 


# 0 %* ) A Fi 18 N barten or kruit- i 
„ leſ $6... 54 | CEL WT: 
G.) A Dreffer.- 1 | 
(g.) Three Years, | 

(63 Digging 1575 Dusgiog, Se. 75 


: 


2 5 he Deine, or Myſtery, couched 
under theſe Words, is to ſhew us, 
What is like to become of a a 
N Profeſſor ; for Wt. 


1. By the Aan in the Parable, is 
1 God (c) the Father. _ 8 
2. By the Vineyard, his (d) Coch. FX 
+ By the Fig Tree, a Profeſſor. 
3 _ 4. By the Dreſſer, The Lord Jeſus. 
5. By the Fig Trees Barrenneſs, The. 
£ Profe US s Fruitleſsneſs.. - g 

6. By the three. Years, the Patience 

of God, that for 4 17 ome be extenderh to 
5 barren Profe „ | 
b Calling to the Dreſſer o 
che Vineyard | to cut” It er is | 


g 1 ae xa 
= _* ork OS 
1 4 - > : 
* : * 
: 5. : \ 


0 Late vr. * N mne. | 25 255 


* 


: 14 by” be Barren: Big Myer, 


chew, the Outcrids .. of Julias againf - 
 . fruitleſs Profeſſors (e). 
8. The Dreſer's interceding, is to 
ſhew, how the Lord. Jeſus fleps. in, and 
takes bold of the Head F his Father's Ax, 
to ſtop, or at leaſt to defer preſent. Ex- 
OY againſt a harren Fig Tree. 
The Dreſſers Deſire to try to 
- rake Fig Tres fruiefol, is to ſhew 
ou, How unwilling be is that. ever a 
de. Fig. Tree {en got be _— and 


2" His diggi e G; dung: 

ing of it, is to hin; his Willingneſs 40 

1 Goſpel Helps to this barren 25992 er, 
happily.he may be fruitful.” 

11. The. Suppoſition () that the 
F Tree. may yet continue fruitlefs, is 
to they, / that when. Chriſt Jeſus hath 
done all, there are "ſome. Profe Vers will 4 
abide Barren and frattleſs, - 

lig. The Determination upon this 
- Suppoficion, at laſt to cut it down, is 
à cemain Predigtion of fuch Profeſſors. 1nd 
voidable and elernal Damnation. 95 


nut to thkcoirhis \Panable: iato ieee 


and to lc more particularly. 
eee 


$0 toc * 4 Jas ip. 
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F F D EE PR HT LATE De fe I ET COILETS 
SILLS 1% 9 1 = oe Lk $1 Ti: , 4 TS ON r g 
8 re ry a 9 i „ c I EL ODE, LET 41 . 1 
4 SST ES le TS i ES, r rt AL 2 on eee e 
1 3 r o EE e Re Ne ED WA 10 3 
. I FF 2. 


15 Barren E Ti rer. 15 


though with 0 Brevity, upon all the 
Pitts p ep 8 


* 


WP: + certain Man 642 4 Fig 7 2 2 
IN his Vineyard. 


The Man, I told you, is to pre- | 
. fave us with God the Father, by © 
which Sjmilitude he is often las out * 
in the Nero Teſtamen. 

Obſerve” then, that it is: no ner 
hig if yon find in God's Church, 
Barren Fig Trees, fruitleſs Profe ſſors; 4 


1 


i} 


even as here you fee is a Tree, a 


fruitleſs Tree, a fruitleſs Fig Tree in 


the Vineyard. Fruit is not % een 


brought forth, as a Profeſſion is get 
into; it is eaſy for a Man to *cloarh 


himſelf with a fair Show in the Fleſh, - 


to word it, and ſay, Be thou warm- 
ed and filled with the beſt, It is no 
«hard Thing to do theſe with ether 
5 3 4 0 but to be fruitful, to bring 
forth Fruit to Gb; this deth not h²ẽ © _ 
Tree: No, nt every Fig Tree that 
ſtands im the Vineyard of God. Thoſe 


Words alſo (g) (Every Brautb in 6% 


mo, beareth not Fruit, be taketh atway,) 

5 B 3 7 . aſſert 5 

IIS Ty h BE) a „M 
© han XV. 2 = «4 


* * 3 
* 8 
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126 The Barren Fig Tree.. 


aſſert the ſame Thing. There are 
Branches in Chriſt, in "Chriſt's Body 
myſtical, (which. is. his Church, his. 
Vineyard): that beareth, not Fruit, 
wherefore the Hand of God is to- 
take them away. T looked for Grapes, 
and ii brought forth wild Grapes, (b) 
that is, no Fruit at al! that was ac- 
ceptable with God. Again, I/rael is 
an empiy Vine, be bringeth- forth Fruit 
unto bim ſel o (i) none to God; he is 
without Fruit to God. All theſe, 
with many more, ſhew us the Truth 
of the Obſervation, and that God's. 
Church may be cumbered with fruit- 


leſs Fig Tron.” with; barren | Profeſ- 
8 lors. — 


Had a (Fig Tice.) 


Although. Hogs be in God's Church | 
chat be barren: and fruitleſs; yet, as 
1 ſaid, zo ſee 1e in Appearance, they are 
like 90 reſt of the Trees, even a. 
Fig Tree: It was not an. Oak, nor a 
Willow, nor a Thorn, nor a. Bramble, 
but a yrs Tree. (#). Tho: came. before 
thee- 


(b) Ifaiah. v. 4 0 Hal. x. 2+ (4) Ezek. xxxiii.. 
30, 31. 


The Barren Pig. TD Ver. 17 


8 as the People cometh ; they delight to 
| know my Ways, as u Nation that did 
Righteouſneſs, and. forſao not the Ordi- 
nances of their (god; they aſe of me the 
' Ordinances : of Juſtice, they take delight” 
in approaching to God (I): And yet be but 
barren, fruitleſs,, and unprofitable 
Profeſſors. Judas alſo was ode of 
the Twelve, a Diſciple, an Apoſtle, a 
Preacher, an Officer, yea, and ſuch an 
one alſo, as none of the Eleven miſ-, 
truſted, but preferred before them- 
elves, each. one erying out, Js it 1? 
IL it T (m)?* None of them, as we 
read of, 'miſtrufting: Judar, yet he, in 
Chriſt's Eyes; was the Barren Fig Tree, 
Aa Devil; 00 a'fruitleſs Profeſſor. The 
6 faolith -. Virgins went forth of the 
World with the other; had Lamps, 
and Light, and were awakened with 
the other; yea had Boldneſs to go 
forth when the Midnight Cry was 
-made with the other; and thought 
that they could have looked Chriſt 
in the Face, when he fat upon the 
Throne of Judgment, with the other; 
and yet but fooliſh, but barren Fig 
B-3 "= "LION > 


Leah wii, 2, 2 4. Mark xiv, 19. 
of John Vl, 70. N | 0 


— 


18 The Barren Fig Tree. 


Trees, but fruitleſs Profeſſors (o): 
Many, ſaitly Chriſt, will ſay unto me in 
that Day, this and that (p), and will. 
alſo talk of many wonderful Works; 


'yet, behold, he finds nothing in them, a 
but the Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs: 
They were altogether barren and frult- 5 


"Tels eee, 


— 


Had a Fig 75 Yee (planted): 


This Word (planted). doth. alſo f 


reach far: It ſuppoſeth one taken 


out of its natural Soil, or removed 


from the Place it grew in once; one 
= at ſeemed to be called, "awakened ; 
and not only ſo, but by ſtrong hand 


: 2 from the World, to the Church; 
lure, to Grace; from Sin, to 


E, ſtlon didſt caſt out the Heathen and 
Plant it (q). Of ſome of the Branches 
of this Vine, were there unfruitful 
Profeſſors. N 

It muſt be concluded 1 
that this Profeſſor (that 3 
3 ee fruitleſs) i as to 
e 


| ( Matth. 1 12, wn 
(7) (al, IXxx, 8 


Thou broughteſt a Vine out of 5 


( Luke xiii, 26, 27, 


os 59 


-_ 
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8 Ks ieh and Judgment of the 
Church, rightly brought in thither: ; 
to wit; by Confeſſion of Faith, of 
Sin, and a Shes of - Repentance: and Re- 
generation, (thus falſe Brethren 
creep in unawares.). All theſe Things 
this Word Planted, . intimateth; 3% yea, 


{ farther,. that. the Church is ſatisfied 


with them, conſents they ſhould a- 
bide in the Garden, and counteth 
them ſound as the reft; But. before 
God, in the Sight of God, they are 
graceleſs Profeſſors, barren- and. fruit- 
leſs Fig Trees: | 
Therefore ie is one Thing to be I 

. the Church, or in a Profeſſion; and 
another to be OF the Cbureb (r), and 
to belong to that Kingdom, that is 

prepared for the Saint, that is ſo in- 
deed. Otherwiſe, being plante Hall it 
proſper, all it not utterly wither,” when 
the, Eaſt Wind toucheth it? It ball wither 
in the nenn, wwe: it grew. « 15 


ad a N Tree planted in (his) 


Vineyard. 


In 
(r) Ezck, xviil, 10. 


— 


20 7 be Barren EE Tree. 


In (bis) Vineyard Hypocrites,: wick 
rotten Hearts, are not afraid to come be- 
fore God in Sion. Theſe Words there- 
fore ſuggeſt unto us, a prodigious kind 
of Boldneſs and hardened Fearleſsneſs: 
For what Preſumptiofi higher, and , 
what Attempt more deſperate, than % 
for a Man that wantetly Grace, and 
the true Knowledge of God, to croud - 
himſelf (in that Condition) mn” the 
Houſe, or Church of God; to 
make Profeſſion of, and deſſre he Nas: * 
of God ſhould be called upon him? 
For the Man that maketh a Profeſ- 
ſion of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that Man hath, as it were, put "the - 
Name o, God upon himſelf (s), and is 
called and reckoned now, (how fruit- 
leſs ſoever before God, or Men) the 
Man that hath to do with God, the 
Man that God owneth, and wilt ſtand 
for. This Man, I ſay, by his Profeſ- 
ſion, ſuggeſteth this to all rhat know 
him, to be ſuch a Profeſſor.— 
Men. merely natural, I mean, Men 
that have not got the deviliſs Art of 
* are afraid to think of do- 


ing | 
(5) Daniel ix. 197 chap, 2 xxxvi. 20 85 23, and 
u. 39. ä 
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The Barren Fig Tree. 21 


ing thus. Aud of the reſt durft no Man 
1 himſelf to them, but the” People mag 


6 ified them (t). And indeed it diſpleaſ- 
eth God, They have brought, ſaith he, 
Men uncircumciſed into my Sanfiuary (u). 
And again, When you come to appear be- 
fore me, who bad required this at your 


Hands to tread my Courts, ſaith God (x). 


| | They have therefore: learnt this. Bold- 


neſs of none in the viſible World, 
they have only took it of the De- 
vil (5); for he, and he only. (with 
theſe his Diſciples) attempt. to. preſent 

themſelves in the Church before God. 


Te Tares are the Children of the. wicked: ' 
One (z); the Tares, that is, the Hypo- 


crites that are Satan's Brood, the Ge- 
neration of Vipers, that. cannot. eſcape 


10 the Damnation of Hell. 


(Had) 4 Fig Tree planted in bis Vingard.. 


He doth not ſay, He planted a Fig 
7 re, but there was a Fig Tree there, he 


3 bad, or found, a Fig Tree e in 
3 his Vineyard. | 


The 


) Ads v. 13. (2) Iſa. i. 12. (x) ob i. 6. and ii. 2 
1 0. Matth. xili. e (z). Matt NAxii. 33. 


"OR * 


— by * = I - S - * 4 we * — hee 
= wr E237 7 2h * nb. EEE a. 2 
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wY 93 Be- Tor- 8 j 
Fhe Great God will not ackhows- 7 


nge the barren Fig Tree, or Sri 74 


; Profeffor, . to be his Work manfhip; 

2 Tree of bis bringing in; .onty. 45 
Text faith, he ha one there. This is- 

much like that in Matthew, Every Plant 
which my Heavenly Father hath not planted b 
hall bz rooted up yy Here again are 
Plants in his Vineyard, which God | 
will not acknowledge to be of his 
Planting : And he ſeems to ſuggeſt, 
that. in his Vineyard there are many 
ſuch. Every Plant, or all thoſe Plants, 
or Profeſſors that are got into the Aſ- 
fembly of the Saints, or into the Pro- 


; ſeſſion of their Religion, without God 


and his Grace, Hall be rooted up. 

Aud when the King came in 10 fee the © 
Gueſts, be [aww a Man that had not on a 
Wedding-garment, and be ſaid "unto bim, 
Friend,:how cameſt thou in hither, not bav- } 

ing on a Wedding-garment (b)? Here 
is one ſo cunning and crafty, that he 
beguiled all the Gueſts; he got and 
kept in the Church, even until Ibe Ke | 
himſelf came in to fee the Gueſts ;, but his. | 

3 Subtilty got him nothing. It did not 
| bliad the - yes of 155 King; it did not 
8 5 pervert || 

be e (5) Matth. ui. n. 12 


The Barren Fig Tree, AF 


-| pervert the Judgment of the . Righteous; 
n \þ Friend, how camaſt thou in hither ? did 
| overtake him at laſt; even a publick 
| {1 | Rejection : : The King diſcovered him 
ia the Face of all there preſent. Hou 
* rag thou in Bit ber ? My Father did 
not bring thee hither, I did not bring 
thee hither, My Spirit did not bring 1 
thee hither, thou art not of the Hea- 
venly Father's Plant Hor . | 
thou in hither © 
| He tbat cometh not in at the . But 
1 climbeth up ſome: otber Way, the ſame is a 
= Thief and a Robter (c). This Text alſo 
is full, and plain to our Purpoſe ; for 
d this Man came not in by the Door, yet 
got into the Church, he got in by 
climbing; he broke in at the Win- 
dos, he got ſomething of the Light 
and Glory of the- Goſpel of our Lond 
| Zeſus Chrift in his Head; and ſo (hardy 
Wretch that he was) he preſumed to 
croud himſelf among the Children. 
Bot how is this reſented ? What ſaith 
„the King of him Why this is his Sign, 
1 be 8 15 4 Thief and a Robber. See ye 
1 here Allp, af all. they” be owned. as the 
..- Planting 
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Planting of God, that get into his 
Church, or Profeſſion of his Name. 

. Had a Fig Tree, Had one without a 
Wedding-garment, had a Thief in his 
Garden, at his Wedding, in his Houſe. 
Theſe climbed up ſome other Way. 
There are many Ways to get into the 
Church of God, and Profeſſion of bis 
Name, beſides, and without afl enter- 

ng by the Door. | 
1. There is the Way of Lying and 
| Diſombling and at this Gap the Gibeonites 
(d) got in. 2. There is ſometimes 


Falleneſs amongſt ſome Paſtors, either 


for .the Sake of carnal Relations or the 
like; at this Hole Tobiab (e) the Enemy 
of God got in. 3. There is ſome- 
times Negligence, and too much Uncir- 
cumſpectneſs in the whole Church, 
thus (F) the Uncircumciſed got in. 
4. Sometimes again, let the Church be 
never fo circumſpect, yet theſe have ſo 
much Help from the Devil, that they 
beguile them all, and ſo get in. Theſe 
are of that Sort of Thieves that Pan! 
complains of; Falſe Brethren brought in 


unawares ( 6). Jude alſo cries out of 
| | theſe, 


30 "us IX. 3, 4 » 6, 7 8, (605 Neh. xüii. 4, 
40 ) 75 Ezek. e 5 Gal. i ii. 3, 4 4 
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theſe, certain Mei crept in unawares (p). 
Crept in, What! were they ſo lowly! 
A voluntary Humility, a neglecting of 
the (5) Body, not in any honour. 
Oh, how ſeemingly Self-denying are 
| ſome of theſe creeping Things, that 
yet are to be held, (as we ſhall know 

them) an Abomination to Tfrael (i.) 
But in a great Houſe, there are not only 
Veſſels of Gold and of Silver, but alſo f 
Wood, and of Earth, and ſome to Honour, 
and ſome to Diſbonour (). By theſe 
Words the Apoſtle ſeems to take it 
for granted, that as there hath been, 
ſo there ſtill will be, theſe Kind of Fig 
Trees, theſe barren Profeſſors in the 
Houſe, when all Men have done what 
they can; Even as in a great Houſe, there 
are always Veſſels to Diſhonour, as well 
as thoſe to Honour and Glory; Vel- 
ſels of Y/ood and of Earth, as well as 
of Silver and Gold: So then there 
muſt be wooden Profeſſors in the Gar- 
den of God; there muſt be earthy, 
_ earthen Profeſſors i in his Vineyard; but 
that methinks i is the dien Word, and 
C n 


de 4: hb) C Li 1 1 Ley. , 
440 wh : Tim, 9 LE 0 0 * ; 5 1 


* * 


26 7 bo Barren Fi 8 Tr ree. 


my 


ſome to Diſhonour. That to the Romans. 0 
is dreadful, but this ſeems to go be- 
yond it. That ſpeaks but of the Re- 
probate 1 in general, but this of ſuch in 
* particular, "That ſpeaks of their har- 

. dening but in. the common Way ; but 
: this, that they muſt be ſuffered to creep 
into the Church, there to fit themſelves 

for their Place, their own Place (m), 

the Place prepared for them of t bis 

ſort only. As the Lord Jeſus ſaid once 
of the Phariſees, T beje ſhall receive greater 
Damnation (u). 

Barren big Tree, fruitleſs Profeſſor, 
Haſt thou conſidered that this Fig Tree 
is not acknowledged of. God to be his, J 
but is denied to "be of his Planting, 
and of his bringing unto his Wed- 1 
ding? Doſt not thou ſee thou art 
called a 7. Bief, and a Robber, that haſt 

either climbed up to, or crept in at an- # 
other Place than the Door? Doſt thou ; 
not hear, there will. be in God's Houſe 
aden and earthly Profeſſors, and that 
no Place will ſerve to fit thoſe for Hell, 
but the Houle, Church, the Vineyard 
of God! Barren Fig Tree, fruitleſs 
o Chriſtian, do not thine Ears tingle? 
. | . 
| Rom. ix, 1432, (y) ABs i, 23. (8) Lake. 7. 


— 
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Aud (He) came and ſought Fruit thereon.” * 


When a Man hath got a Profeſſion, '2 
and is crouded into the Church and 
Houſe of God; the Queſtion is not 
7 20%, Hath he Life, hath he right 
Principles, ' but bath he Fruit ? © He came 
ſeeking Fruit thereon, © It mattereth not 
who brought thee in hither? whether 
God or the Devil, or thine own vain- 
glorious Heart: But haſt thou Fruit? 
HDoſt thou bring forth Fruit unto Gd) 
Aud let every one that nameth the Name of 
4 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, depart from Iniqui- 
3 #0). He doth not ſay, and let eve- 

4 5 one that hath Grace, or let thoſe 
that have the Spirit of God; but let 
every one that nametb ihe Name "of the ' 
Lord Jeſus Chrift depart from Ieiquity. © 
1 What do Men meddle with Religion 
for? Why do they call themſelves by 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, if they 
have not the Grace of God, the Spirit 
of Chriſt (2). God therefore expefreth 
Fruit: What do they do in the Vine- 
yard? Let them work, or get them 
cout, the Vineyard muſt have La- 
1 C42 bourers 


(.). Tim. ii. 19. (2) Rom. viit. 9. Matt, xx; 1, 
3 25 35 43.5» | : 


_— 
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| bourers in it: Son, Go to work to 
Day in my Vineyard (q). Wherefore, 


Want of Grace, and Want of Spirit, will 
not keep God from ſeeking Fruit: And 
be came and ſought Fruit thereon. He re- 
quireth that which be (r) ſeemeth to 
have: Every Man in the Vineyard, _ 
Houſe of God promiſeth himſelf, 

feſſeth to others, and would have all | 


Mien take it for granted, that an hea- 


venly Principle is in him, Why 1 1 


ſhould not God ſeek. Fruit? 


As for them therefore, that will re- 
tain the Name of Chriſtians, fearing 
God ;, and yet make no Conſcience of 


bringing forth Fruit to. him :. He faith 


to ſuch, away, As for you, go ye, ſerve 
every one his Idols, and hereafter alſo; if 
ye <vill not. hearken unto me (S). Barren 
Fig Tree, doſt thou hear, God expect- 
eth Fruit; God calls for Fruit; yea, 
God will ſhortly come ſeeking Fruit on 
this barren Fig Tree, Barren Fig Tree,. 


either bear Fruit, or go out of the 


Vineyard, (and yet then thy Caſe will 
be unſpeakably damnable.) Yea, let 


me add, if thou ſhalt neither bear 


Fruir, 


(9) Matth. >xi. 28. (r) Luke viti. 83. (5). Ezek. 
xx. 39. | = | | 


b 
| 
L 
r 


2 


* 
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Fruit, nor depart, God will take his 


Mame out of thy Mouth (t): He will 


have Fruit. And I ſay farther, if thou 


wilt do neither, yet God in Juſtice - 
and Righteouſneſs will ſtill come for 


Fruit. And it will be in vain for thee . 
to count this Auſterity: He will reap 
where he hath not ſowed, and gather where 
he hath not ſtrewed (u). DATED Fig 
Tree doſt 8 hear? 7 


Q. What if a Man have no Cris; ? 
A. Yes; ſeeing he hath a Profeſ- 


And he came and ſought Fruit (thereon). 


A Church then, and a Profeſſion, 


are not Places where the Workers of 


Iniquity may hide themſelves and Sins 


from God. Some, of old, thought, 


that becauſe they could cry, The 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple. of the 
Lord, that therefore they were de- 
Iivered, or had a Diſpenſation to do 


the Abominations which they com- 


mitted; as ſome in our Days. For, 
who, ſay they, have a Right to the 
3 Creatures 


(t) Jer. xliy, 26, (@) Matth. xxv. 24, 25, 26, 
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Creatures, if not Chriſtians, if not 


Profeſſors, if not Church Mem- 
bers (x)? And from this Concluſion 
let go the Reins of their inordinate 


Affections after Pride, Ambition, Glut- 
tony, pampering themſelves. withour 


Fear (y), daubing themſelves with the 


Luſt-provoking Faſhions of the Times; 
to walk with ſtretched out Necks, 
naked Breaſts, friſled Foretops, wan- 
ton Geſtures, in gorgeous Apparel, 
mixt with Gold and Pearl, and coſtly 
Array, I will not here make Inſpec- 
tion into their Lives, their Carriages 
at Home in their Corners, and ſecret 
Holes: But certainly, Perſons thus 
ſpirited, thus principled, and thus in- 
clined, have but empty Boughs, 
Boughs that want the Fruit that God 
expects, and. that God will come down 
to ſeek. 

Barren Fig Tree, thou art not licenſed 
by thy Profeſſion, nor by the Lord 
of the Vineyard, to bear theſe Cluſ- 


ters of Gomorrab: Neither ſhall the 


Vineyard, nor thy being crouded among 
the Trees there, ſhelter thee from the 
ſight of the Eye of God. Many make 


Religion 


(x) Jer. vii. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, &c. () Jude 12. 
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Religion their Cloak, and Chriſt their 
Stalking-barſe, and by. that Means: co- 
ver themſelves, and hide their own: 
Wickedneſs from Men: But God ſeeth 
their Hearts (u), has his Print upon the 
Heels of their Feet, and pondereth all 
their Goings: And at laſt, when their 
Iniquity is found to be hateful, he 
will either ſmite them with Hardneſs 
of Heart, and ſo leave them, or awa- 
ken them to bring forth Fruit. Fruit 
he looks for,. ſeeks and expects, bar- 
ren Fig Tree! 
But what! Come into the Piekives 
of God to ſin: What! Come into the 
Preſence of God to hide thy Sin. Alas, 
Man! The Church is God's Garden, 
and Chriſt Jeſus is the great Apoſtle 
and High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion. 
What! Come into the Houſe that is 
called by my Name (x)! into the 
Place where my Honour dwelleth ()! 
where mine Eyes and Heart are con- 
tinually! What, come there to fin, 
to hide thy fin, to cloak thy fin! His 
| Plants (2) are an Orchard with pleaſant 
Fruits 
e Luke xvi. 15. Job. xiii. 27. Prov. v. 21. Ib, xxi, 


(x) Heb. iii. x. Jer. vii. 8, 9, 10. () Pal. xxvi. 8, 
« Kings IX, 3. (=) Song iv. 13, 14, 15. 16, vi. 11. 
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Fruits. And every Time he goeth into 
his Garden, it is to ſee the Fruits of 


the Valley, and to ſee if the Vine 
flouriſh, and if the Pomegranates 
bud. 


on this Fig Tree. The Church is the 
Place of God's Delight; where he ever 


deſires to be, there he is Night and 


Day. He is there to ſeck for Fruit, 


to ſeek for Fruit of all, and every 


Tree of the Garden. Wherefore aſ- 
ſure thyſelf, O fruitleſs one, that thy 


Ways muſt needs be open before the 


Eyes of the Lord. One black Sheep is 


ſoon eſpied, although in company with; 
that is taken with. he fiſt caſt of the | 
3 Eye; its different Colour ſtil] betrays 


it. I ſay therefore, a Church and a 


Profeſſion are not Places where the 


Workers of Iniquity may hide them- 
ſelves from God, that ſeek for Fruit, 


My Vineyard, faith God, which is mine, 


is before me (9)- 


/ 


And be came and fbr Fruit thereon 


(and found none.) 


Barren 


(“) Song viii, 12. 


Yea, ſaith he, He came ſeeking Fruit | 
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Sign, that thou art to come to à dreadful 
End, as the winding up of this Parabls 
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Barren Fig Tree, hearken, The conti- 
nual non beuring of Fruit, is a: dreadfub 


concludeth. 
And found none. None at all, or none 


to God's liking: For when he ſaith, 
He came ſeeking. bruit s bereon, he means 


. 


Fruit meet for God (c), pleaſant Fruit, 
. Fruit good and ſweet. 


9 It is not any Fruit will. ſerve; 
bad Fruit is counted none. Every Tree 


that bringeth not forth good Fruit, is beun 
doon, and caſt into the Fire (d). 


15 There is a- Fruit among Profeſ- 


ſors that withers,. and ſo never comes 
to be ripe ;- a Fruit that-is /mizten-1n-the 


Growth, and comes not-to Maturity, and 
this. is reckoned. 0 Fruit. This Fruit 
thoſe Profeſſors bear, that have many 
fair Beginnings,. or Bloſſoms: That 
make many fair Offers of Repentance 


and Amendment: that begin to pray, 


to reſolve, and to break off their Sins 
by Righteouſneſs; but ſtop at thoſe 
Beginnings, and bring forth no Fruit 
to. Ferſeltion. This Man's Fruit is wi- 

thered, 


(e) Heb. vi. (4) Matth. iii. 10. 
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3 wrinkled, ſmitten Fruit, and ; 


is in Effect, 10 Fruit Pan | 
There is an haſty Fruit, ſuch as 
is the Corn upon the Houſe-top (e), or 

that which ſprings up on the Dunphill, 


that runs up ſuddenly, violently ; with 


great Stalks, and big SSt, and yet at 


laſt proves empty of Kernel. This Fruit 


is to be found in thoſe Poſfeflors, that 
on a ſudden are ſo awakened, ſo con- 


vinced, and ſo affected with their 


Condition, that they ſhake the whole 


Family, the End-ſhip, the whole Town. 


For à while they cry haſtily, » vehement--- 
ly, dolefully, movurnfully; and yet 
all is but a Pang, an Agony, a Fit; 


they bring not forth Fruit with Patience. 5 


Theſe are called thoſe haſty Fruits, 
that ſhall be as a fading Flower (f,). 
There is a Fruit that is vile, and 
ill. 22 (g), how long ſoever. it be 
in growing (5); the Root is dried, 
and cannot convey a Sufficiency of 
Sap to the Branches to ripen the Fruit. 


'Fheſe are the Fruit of ſuch Profeſſors, 


8 Heart is eſtranged from Com- 


munion 5 


(e) Pſal. cxxix. OY) Ifa, xxviil. 4. 3 (2) Jer. xxiv. 1 


(5 Hol, ix. 16. 


A 
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munion with the Holy Ghoſt, -whoſe 
Fruit groweth from themſelves (i), 
from their Parts, Gifts, Strength of 
Wit, natural or moral Principles. 
Theſe, notwithſtanding they bring 
forth Fruit, are called empty Lines; 
ſuch as bring not forth Fruit to God. 


© Their Root is dried up, they ſhall bear no 


Fruit; yea, though they bring forth, yet 
| will 1 lay, even the beloved Fruit of their 


7 There is a Fruit this E wild, F 


Y looked for Grapes, and it brought forth 


wild Grapes (). I obſerve, That as 
there are Trees and, Herbs that are wholly 


right, and noble; fit indeed for the 


Vineyard. So there are alſo their 
Semblance, but wild; not right, but 


$ ignoble. There is the Grape and the 
| Wild. grape, the Vine and the PVild- vine, 


the Roſe and the Canker-roſe, Flowers 


and Wild fowers, the Apple and the 
F Wild- apple, which we call the Crab. 

Now Fruit from theſe wild Things, 
bovwever they may pleaſe the Children, 
to play with, yet the prudent and grave 
count them 'of little, or no Value. 
There are alſo in the World a Gene- 


55 ration | 
(i) Hoſ. x. 1. () Tis v. 4. 
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ration of Profeſſors, that notwith-. 
ſtanding their Profeſſion are wild by 
Nature; yea, ſuch as were never cut 
out, or off, the Hild Olive-iree, nor 
never yet planted into the good Olive- 
tree. Now theſe can bring nothing 


forth but Wild Olive- berries, they cannot 


bring forth Fruit unto God. Such are 
all thoſe that have lately taken up a 


Profeſſion, and crept into the Vineyard 
without a New-birth, and the Bleſſing 


of Regeneration. 


. There is alſo untimely Fruit, 


Even as a Fig Tree caſteth her untimely 


Figs (I). Fruit out of Seaſon, and ſo 


no Fruit to God's liking. 


There are Two Sorts of Profeſiors 


ſubje& to bring forth untimely Fruit. 
i. They that bring forth (Fruit) 


too ſoon. 


2, They that bring forth Fruit) 


too late. 

Firſt, They that bring forth too ſoon. 
They are ſuch as at preſent receive the 
Word with Foy, and anon before they 
have Root downwards, they thruſt 
forth upwards; but having 20 Root, 
when the Sun ariſeth they are ſmitten, 


and 


{1) Rev. vi. 13. 


* 
—B * , 
rr 
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and miſerably die without Pruit. 
"'# "Theſe Profeſſors are thoſe light and 
inconſiderate ones, that think nothing 
hut Peace will attend the Goſpel; and 
fo anon rejoice at the Tidings, with- 
out foreſceing the Trouble: Where- 
fore when the Trouble comes, being 
unarmed, and fo not able to ſtand 
any longer, they die and are withered, 
and bring forth no Fruit. He that 
receiveib the Seed into ſtony Places, the 
ſame is he that heareth the Word, and 
anon with Joy receiveth it; yet hath. be. 
not Root in himſelf, but dureth for a while; 
for «when Tribulation or Perſecution ariſeth, 
becauſe of the Word, by and by they are of-, 
fended (m). There is in Ja. xxviii. 
mention made of ſome, JYhoſe glorious 
Beauty ſhall ve a” fading Flower, becauſe 
it is Fruit before Summer (A). ork, 
theſe are untimely Fruit. 
| Secondly, They alſo bring forth un 
timely Fruit, that ſtay fill the Seaſon 
is over. God will have 'bis Fruit in his 
Seaſon; I ſay, he will receive them 
of ſuch Men as ſhall render them to 
him in their W ops the miſſing 
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of the Seaſon is dangerous, ſtaying till 


n. rene 
i 


A - 


0" RIFT 
* 


the Door is ſhut (p), is dangerous. 
Many there be. that come not till the 
Flood of. God's Anger. is raiſed. and. 
too deep for them to. wade through; 

Surely,. in the. Bloods of great Waters, they : 
Hall not come nigh unto him (q). Efav' F 


| | afterwards, is fearful: For ye know, that 


all terwards, when he would have inherited 


tbe Bleſing, be was rejected; fer he found. 


no. Place of Repentance; though: he. Heel, b 


it carefully with Tears (r). 


So the Children of Ifracl, they 


brought, to God the Fruits of Obedi- 
ence too late; their, Lo we be bere, 
came too late; their We-awill go up (S). 
came too late. The Lord had ſworn 
before that they foould not poſſe 2 the. | 
Land (t). All theſe are ſuch'as bring, 
' forth wntimely Fruit (a). It is the hard 
Hap of the Reprobate to do all Things? 
too late (&); to, be ſenſible of FA 
want of Grace, . too late (z]; to be 
ſorry for Sin, too late; to mourn. for 


Sin. too late; to Rel. e } 


Mah, xxv, TO, 11, Plal, . g. 51 7 hos 
OY 17. (6) v.20, Me 41, 42. (t) Ver. 21, 
22, 23, (4) Matth. xxv. 10. Ib. xxyii. 3. ' (x) Gen. 
ir. 23 14%. 0 Heb, xil, 7. * Luke xiii. 735 2007. 


x 
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11 deſire to go to Glory, too late. 
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too late; 3 to alk for Mercy, and to 


I. Thus you ſee that Fruit mitten 
in the Growth, that wit beretb, and that 
Nn not to maturity, is 0 Fruit (a). 

That 54% Fruit, ſuch as the 
Eur upon the Houſe-top (5) withereth © | 

alſo before” it Sroweth . (c), and is * 
10 Pang. 4 

3. That the Fruit that is wile. (4) * 

and HEtaſted, is no Fruit.” | 

4. That wild Fruit, Wild: ee (e), 10 
are u Fruit. : 

5. That untimehy Frbit, fach © 

comes zoo ſoon, or that comes ta Prot 

ſuch as come not in thetr 9 are 


- 20- Fruit. 


And be come ab anphy* Frur ne, 4 
33 10 and found none. 3 


— 


2 "Working! will de but Prot: te N 
Jooked for Grapes ; \when" the Time of Fruit 
grew - near, be ent. 'bis Servants to the 

Huſbandmen that they- "we receive” the © 


Fruit of it 0 „ 


14 114, ( Pal. ext. Thy 
Fore 1 85 © h. 2 nit 


40 The Ha Fig Tree: 
Queſt. But what Fruit doth: God 


. expect 7 

i Anſw, Good Fruit, Every Tree  rhat. 
1178 bringeth not forth good Fruit, is heren 
Hi! down(g). Now before the Fruit can. 
1 | | be good, the Tree muſt be good; for 
417 good Fruits make not a. good Tree; ö 
11 Eu a good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit; 
1 1 Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Fig 
Flt of Thifles (b). A Man, muſt be good, 
11 elſe he can bring forth no good Fruit; 
Ii! | he muſt have Righteouſneſs imputed, : 
1 that may ſtand good in God's Sight 

itt from the Curſe of his Law. He muſt 

[!! have a Principle of Righteouſneſs in 


his Soul, elſe how ſhould he bring 
forth good Fruits; and hence it is, 
- that a. Chriſtian's: Fruits are called, 
The Fruits of the Spirit (i), the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
| Chriſt (&). The Fruits. of the Spirit, 
therefore the Spirit muſt be there; 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, there- 
: fore Righteouſneſs muſt Zr be there; WM 
dut to. particularize. | in- A few. Things 


briefly... wy 
| 1 3* 


) Matth. vii. 2. (4) Luke vi. 43, 44, 45. 


Matth. vii. 76, 27, 18, 19, 20. oh ons v. AY 33; 
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2 rt, God expecteth Fruit that vill 
anſwer, and be worthy of the Repent- 
ance, which thou feigneſt rhyſelf to 
have. Every one in a "Profefitoh, and 
that hath crowded into the Vineyard, 
J/ pretendeth to Repentance: Now of MM 
every ſuch Soul, God expecteth that 
the Fruits of Repentance be found to 
attend them. Bring forth therefore Fruits 
meet. for Repentance (I), or anſwerable 
to thy Profeſſion of the Doctrine of. 
Repentance. Barren Fig Tree, Seeing 
thou art a Profeſſor, and art got into 

| the Vineyard; thou ſtandeſt before 
the Lord af the Vineyard, as one of 
the Trees of the Garden: Wherefore 
He looketh for, Fruit from bee, as 
from the ref of the Trees in the Vine- 
yard; Fruits (mn), 1 tay, and ſuch as 
may declare thee in Jeart: and. Life, 
one that hath' made ſound Profeſſion 
of Repentance. By thy Profeſſion thou 
haſt ſaid} I am ſenſible of the Evil of Sin: 
|, Now. then, live ſuch a Life, as de- 
| clares that thou art ſenſible of the 
Evil of Sin. By thy Profeſſion thun 

| haſt ſaid, I am 7 for my Sin: Why 
Dy then 

© Maith, TR 0 run. l. 4. 14. xxViil, 4. 2 


1b, xl, 12. 
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my to every Appearance of Evil (p) : 
But doth thy Life and Converſation. 
Tale 
Beed, barren Fig tree, leſt thy Life foould 
I ſay again, 
Take heed, for God himſelf will come: 


42 The Barren Fig Tree. 5 


then. live ſuch a Life as may 1 
this Sorrow. By thy Profeſſion thou 
haſt ſaid, I am aſhamed of my Sin (n): 


Ay, but live ſuch a. life that Men 


may ſee thy Shame for Sin (o). By thy 


Profeſſion thou ſayeſt, I have turned 


From, and left off, and am become an Ene- 


declare thee to be ſuch an one !. 
give thy Profeſſion the Lye. 
for Fruit; And be ſought Fruit thereon... 


You have ſome Profeſſors, that are 


Ah 5 


only Saints before Men, when they are | 


Abroad; but are Devils and Vipers at 
Home; Saints by Profeſſion, but De- 


9 vils by Practice; Saints in Word, but 


Sinners in Naa and Life. Theſe 


Men may have the Profeſſion, but 


they want the Fruits that become Re- 


pentanct. 


Barren Fig- tree Cab it be imeglb 

that thoſe. that Paint. themſelves, did 

| ever 

16 lix, 20. 5 (o) Jer. KXXl, 
vr 3%, 9 


a) tg Fo xxxVii. 18. 
29. (% As 


xxviĩ. 18. 1 


* ' * N * 


The Barren Fig Tree. 43 
ever repent of their Pride; or that 


thoſe that purſue this World, did ever 
repent of their Covetouſneſs;. or that 


thoſe who walk with, wanton Eyes, 


did ever. repent. of their fe Lats. 


Where, barren Fig tree, is the Fruit of 


theſe People's: Repentance? Nay, do 


they not rather declare to-the World, 
= That they haverepented of their Profeſſion 2 


Their Fruits look as if they had. 
Their Pride ſaith, they have repente@ 
of their Humility, their Covetouſneſs 


declareth, that they are weary of 
depending upon God; and doth- not thy 
wanton Actions declare, that thou ab- 
Horreſt Chaſtity ? Where is thy Fruit, 


barren Hig- tree? Repentance is not 
only a Sorrow, and a Shame for, but 
a turning from fin to Got [9]; it is cal- 


led Repentance from dead Works. Haft 


thou that godly. Sorrow, that work- 
eth Repentance to Salvation, never to be 
repented of (r]? How doſt thou ſnew- 


thy Carefulneſs, and clearing of thy 
B58 "thy | Indignation againſt ' Sin; 
thy Fear of offending ;. thy vehement 
Deſire to. walk. with God; thy Zeal 
| for. his oſs and Glory in the 
= Wort?” A 


2 Heb. vi. Co! * . wi, 10, NE 


| World ; E and what Revenge haſt thou- 


in thy Heart againſt every Thought of 


Diſobedience? 
But where is the Fruit of this Ren 


 timeſs [5] ? 


The Barren Fg is - Tr re. 


pentance? Where is thy Watching, 


thy Faſting, thy Praying againſt” the f Ti 
Where 18 4% 


Remainders of Corruption! 9. 
thy Self-abhorrence; thy Bluſhing be- 
fore God, for the Sin that is 
hind? 


Where is thy Self-denial and Con- 
tentment? 


God? Jlaſt tbou renounced the hidden 


Things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Cra 
Canſt thou commend thy 


ſelf to every Man s ae in the Ag bi 


ll WEE 
Aud be * Huis theres : 


 Pecondly, God expecteth Fruits that 


| hall . 0 that Faith which thou ma- 


keſt Profeſſion of. The Profeſſor that 


is got into the Vineyard of God, doth 


feign that he hath the Faith, the. F aith 
moſt holy, 


110 2 ben. "reads 


How doſt thou ſhew be- 
fore Men the Truth of thy turning to 


the Faith of - God's, Elen. 
Ah!. But where are thy Fruits, Bar- 
| 55 = 0 ren 1 


yet be- 1 
Where is thy Tenderneſs of 
the me: of God and his Ways ? 


The: Burren F 4 Tree. 45 
ren Fig-tree? . The faith of the Romans 
was ſpoken of throughout the whole 
Word; and the iT eee, F aith 
grew exceediugiy. 10115 
Thou profeſieſt : to believe thay. haſt 
5 | a Share in anotker World; Haſt thou 
et go tbis, barren Fig tree? Thou 
J profeſieſt thou believeſt in Chrift ; Is 
be thy Joy, and the Life of thy Soul? 
| Yea; What Conformity unto. Him, to 
his Sorrows. and. Sufferings? What 
| Reſemblance hatk. his Crying. . and 
i Groaning, and Bleeding, and Dying 
vrought in thee? Poſt thow bear in 
thy Pody the Dying. of the Lord Je- 
7 I fus? And is alſo the Lite of Jeſus made 
mani fe 15 in iby mortal Body? Barren Fig- 
tree, eto me thy Faith by thy Works [u]. 
bSbeco aut of a good Converſation thy Works 
"8 425th Meekneſs of Wiſdom. 7 
; What /ruit, what fruit, Barren Rig-. w 
tree, what Degree of Heart: Holineſs ? = 
for Faith purifies the Heart [x]: What 
Love to the Lord. Jeſus? for Faith 
JW -worketh by Love [yh 
'* Thirdly, God expecteth Fruits, ac- 
FI cording to the Seaſons.of Grace thou art 


t] Phit. Th 8, 20, £81] Jam, i Ye: 18. Id, i 
& Akts xv. 9 55 Sab 6h: 4 


— 


„ n 
— * * 
4234 
ol 


_ 

— * * ro” 

r W A: 1 8 
” 

4 


— "mY 
SCRA NESS Parmar” na ren el I 
oe 


PFE 


OI — — 


— cr pn th Sou ras. 


a * ——— > o fy — - — * 
— Are B - OE MS CC OO e * 
n — — — Py. 1 


a 


5 2 oF, FT * r 
* 
1 * rr . 
. 3 rag? = by NS Dor . . — * 
—— a PPP r Sr an 3 
x za dx 833 A A . * 8 * —— - — 
8 . * wy — ...n. mme RE RD 
- ” 


3 * — 
r 
— 


5 


r 2238 . 
* 


Wee e 
* W 


r 


rr |» 22 - br. 4 N | — 
—— —— — — — 5 $58 
w— tmgt 400 We +. whats 2 1 5 


re 


"Wa. . pt x „. 
rr 


LD r 
* wh 4. . 
1 12 2 Ee, _ 
- ” rn N 
* . ww” 5 


. 


— . NA 


1 — 4 
—— — 


1 


= j 
— 1 


1 A LS ons. aca FP | 
46 -The Barren EY Tree. 
under, according to the Rain that com- 


— 
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— —— — — * 


eſt be a goodly Vine or Fig Tree: 
Shall he not therefore ſeek for Fruit, or 1 
Fruit anſwerable to the Means? Barren 
Fig Tree, God expects it, and will find 
it too, if ever He bleſs 'thees For the 
Earth which drinteth in the Rain that || 
comes oſt upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs | F 
"meet for bim 27 
- cerves Bleſſing. from Cod; but that tobicb 
 beareth I horns and Broars- is rejected, and 
"75 nigh unto Curing, who/e- En 1s 10 be y 

burnt (c). 
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f Orace, how many Dews from Hea- * 
ven, how many Times have the Silver | 


+ ap 


eth upon thee: Perhaps thou art plant- 
ed in à good Soil, by great Waters, 
that thou mighieſt bring forth Bran- 
ches, and bear Fruit; that thou might- | 


hom it is «dreſſed, re- 1 
ö 


* 
wy 
. 
"1 


- Barren Soul, How many Showers of 5 4 


Streams of the City of God, run al 
by b Roots 10 cauſe thee to bring forth 


Fruit (d)! Theſe Showers and Streams, [| 
and the Drops that hang upon thy 


Boughs, will all be accounted for. (e): 


And will they nor teſtify againſt 8 
lrat thou ooghteſt of right 4 ze 


burn 0 f 9 A 
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| PROT? #1]! Hear and:tremble, O thou. 
barren Profefiort. Fruits that become the: 
| Profeſſion. of the. Gaſpel, the God vf Hea- 
ven expectoth {b]. The Goſpel hath in 
Nit the. Forgiveneſs, of Sins, the King - 


8 dom of Heaven, and eternal Life [if; 
or [Bud what Fruit hath; thy Profeſſion of, 
en Ia Belicf of theſe. Things put forth in; 
nd by Heart and Life? Haſt thou. given 
"7 e to the Lord, and is all that 
bat Jn haſt, to be ventured for his. 
4; Name in this World? Doſt thau walk 
ye- | Pike one. that is bought with:a Price, 
1% ven the Price of, Chrilt's:. eres 
and Þ 1 Blood ? | bw 

be Fourthily, The "Braid that! God ex- 
PPecteth is ſuch, as is meet for himſelf, 
tal Fruit that may [glorify God; God's 


* rees are Trees of Righteouſnefs, the plant- 
ver ef tbe Lord, that he may be glorifi= 
ung 4 [ EI; Fruit bath tabetb” of Hase 
ad Lbundance of ſuch + Fruit: For herein, 
ms, —_ aa id my Father. glorified, thut 

thy | : g forth much Fruit [t}, Fruits 


(e): n Al Sand new and:old, the Fruits of 
nec, i e Spirit is in all ait and Righ- 

ve 1 b eomſneſs,. 
SN 9 


EN Iſa, 1. {I L John xv. 8. 


"Bp viii. 5, 6] AQs iv. Jn. 7 7 Cor. 1 . | 
LS 0 ta c] |} 
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| teouſneſs, and Trith. Fruits before the 
World, Fruits before the Saints, Fruits 
defore God, Fruits before Angels. 
O my Brethren, what manner of 
Perſons ought we to be, who have ſub- 
| ſcribed to the Lord, and have called 
ourſelves by the Name of Iſrael ? One 
ſhall ſay, 1 am the Lord's; and another | 
1 ſpall call himſelf by the Name of Jacob; 
and another ſhall ſubſcribe with bis Hand 
Ji. ! unto the Lord, and A name himſelf by the 
The Name of © Iſrael (1) Barren Fig- if 
tree, haſt thou fabſcribed, haſt thou 
called thyſelf by the Name of Jacob? i 
And firnamed thyſelf by the Name of 
Jrael? All this thou pretendeſt to, 
(n) who art got into the Vineyard, 
who art placed among the Trees 'of 
the Garden of God: God doth there- i; 
fore look for ſuch Fruits as is worthy 
of his Name, as is meet for him, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, We ſbould walk wor- 
thy of God ; that is, ſo as that we may 
ſhew in every Place, that the Pre- 
ſence of God is with us, his Fear in 
us, and his Majeſty and Authority 
upon our Actions. Fruits meet for him, 
: uch 4 Dependance 198 him, ſuch 
Tray 'Y 
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Truſt in his Word, ſuch Satisfaction in 
his Preſence, ſuch a truſting of him 
| with all my Concerns, and uch De- 
light in the -Enjoyment of him, that 
may demonſtrate 'that bis Fear is in my 
Heart, that my Soul is wrapt up in 
him, and that my Body and Soul, and 
Eſtate, and all, are in Truth, through 
his Grace, at his Diſpoſe, Fruit meet 
= fer bim. Hearty Thanks, and bleſſing 
= God for Jeſus Chriſt, for his good 
Word, for his Free- Grace, for the 
Diſcovery of himſelf in Chriſt to the 
Souls, ſecret Longing after another 
World, Fruit meet for him. Liberality 
to the poor Saints, to the poor World; 

A Lite, in Word and Deed exemplary, 
a patient and quiet enduring of all 
Things, till T have done and ſuffered 
the whole Will of God, which he hath 
appointed for me. That on the good 
Ground are they, which in an honeſt and 
good Heart, having beard the Word, keep 
7, and bring forth Fruit with Patience (k). 

This is bringing forth Fruit unto God. 
Having our Fruit unto Holineſs, ana our 
End everlaſting Life, Rom. vii. 4. vi. 22. 
and xiv. 8. 


(4) Luke viii. 13. 
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N Fifthly, The Lord: expects Fruit Be- N 
coming the Vineyard God. The Vine- 


£ yard, ſaith he, ig a very fruitful Hill (1) ; 


witneſs the Fruit brovght. forth in, all 


5 . moſt ren T rees that ever 


grew in the Wood of this World, when 
planted in this- Vineyard by,-the God of l 


+ Heaven, what Fruit to..Godward have 


they brought forth? Abel offered the 8 
more excellent Sacrifice (n). Ench 
walked with God three bundred_ 7; ears; 
Noah by his Life of Faith, condemned 
the World, and became Heir of the Righte- i 


onſneſs which is by Faith. Abrabam left 
his Country, and went out after Cod, not 
"Moſes lef ta 


knowing whither be went. 


| Kingdom, and run the. Hazard of, the 
| Wrath of the King g, for the Love he had 
to God, and Chriſt. « What ſhall I ſay Þ 
of them who had 7 rials, not accepting 4 


Deliverance, that they might obtain a better 2 


" Reſurreftion ? They were ſtoned, they were 


ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were, Hain 
with the ſword: T bey <vandered about in 1 
ſheep. ſeins and goat- ins, being deſti- 


ute, offlifted, tormented. Peter Fate his 


Paul turned 
off 


5 = L 

— 

| o "3 
- e 

1) Heb. xi. 
N 0 2ͤä 

PN „ 


Father, Ship and Nets( n). 


(!) Ifa. v. 1. 5 Matth. iv. 13, 19. 


L The as Fig Tree. © ex” 
- off from the Feet of Camaliel. Mer © 

A brought their Goods and Poſſeſſions, 
* (che Price of them) and caſt it down Y 
ll War "the Apoſtles Feet; and others 


er brought tlieir Books together, and 
en burnt them, curious Books, though they 
of were worth fifty thouſand Pieces of Sil- 
ve ver (o). „I could add, how” many 
he willingly offered © themen in all 
> Ages, and their all, for the worthy 
33 Name of the Lord Jeſus; ; to be wrack- 
ied 1 ed, ſtarved, hanged,” burned,” drown- | 
be- q ed, pulled in Pieces, and a thouſand 
oft Þ 4 alamities,” Barren Fig Tree, the 
not Vineyard of God hath been a fruitful 
t a Place — What doſt thou there? What 
be | Noſt thou bear? God expects Fruit 
ad || þccording to, or becoming the Soil ws” 
ay e Vineyard. 
ing x Sixthly, a The Fro which God ex- 
ter 1 pecteth, is ſuch as becometli God's 
ere luſpandry and” Labour. The Vine- 
ain | ard is God's Huſpanary, or Tillage. - I am 
; in | . Vine, ſaith Chriſt, and my Father 3s 
E Huſbandman (D). And again, Ze 
1 . God's Hands Je are God's Build- . 
g (7). The Vineyard, God fences 
E 2 
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it, God gathereth out the Stones, God 
builds the Tower, and the Wine-preſs- 
in the midſt thereof (r). Here is La- 
bour, here is Protection, here is re- 
moving of Hindrances, here is con- 
venient Purgation, and all Hat there- 1 
might be Frutt. 7 
Barren Fig-Tree, What Fruit haſt- f 
thou? Haſt thou Fruit becoming the 
Care of God,. the Protection of God, 
the Wiſdom.of God,. the Patience and. 
Huſbandry o, God 2 It. is the Fruit of 
the Vineyard,,that.is either. the. Same 
or the Praiſe of: the Huſbandman. I 
event. by the field. of. the flothful, ſaid So- 
lomon; and. by the vineyard of the man 
void of underſtanding. And lo, it was 
grown- over with thorns; and neltles had. | 
covered the fact thereof (S). 
Barren Fig- tree, If Men ſhould 3 1 
a Judgment, of the. Care, and Pains- 
and 9 of God in his Church by 
the Fruit thou bringeſt forth, what 
might they ſay, is he not nothſul, 18 
he not careleſs, is he not withourf 
Diſcretion! O thy. Thorns,.. thy NVeitles, 
thy barren Heart, and barren Life, is a 
continual Provocation to the Eyes of 
his "I 


(ry 16. . (5) Prov. xxiv. 30, 31, 32. 


; The Barron Fig Tree. 53 
d i his Glory, as likewiſe a Piſhonour to 


'S- \& the Glory of his Grace. 
- Barren Fig -Tree, haſt thou heard 
- all theſe T * I will add ME] one 


more. 
And he came 4 ſought Fruit thereon. 


The Queſtion is not now, what 
thou thinkeſt of thyſelf, nor what all 
the People of God think of thee; 
but what thou ſhalt be found in 
chat Day, when God ſhall ſearch thy 
| Boughs for Fruit. When Sodom was 
to be ſearched for Righteous Men, 
Cod would not, in that Matter, truſt 
Y bis faithful Servant Abraham, but ſtill 
Jas Abraham interceded, God anſwered, 
H I find fifty, or forty, or five there, I will 
not deſtroy the City (t). Barren Fig- 
| tree, what ſayeſt thou? God will come 
"Ri down to ſee, God will make ſearch for 
J Fruit himſelf, ds, 

i « And he came and fright Fruit. 
os Ithereon, and found (none). Then ſaid 
Ihe to the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Be- 
"| Fhold, theſe three Years I come ſeeking 
of | WFroic ON this Fig-tree, and find none; 


'. ut 
118. 4 IM | | 3 y 
1 | (t) Gen, xvili. 20, 21, 26, 27. 
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Ground?“ : 
Theſe Words are the Effect of God's 
Search into the Boughs of a barren Fig- 
tree; He ſought Fruit, and found 
none, none to his liking, none pleaſant 
and good. Therefore, firſf, He com- 
plains of the Want thereof to the 
Dreſſer, calls him to come, and ſee, 
and take Notice of the Tree; then ſig- 
nified his Pleaſure, he will have it 
removed, taken away, cut down from 
cumbring the Ground. 


Cbferve: The barren Fig-tree is the 
Object of God's Diſpleafure, God can- 
not bear with a fruitleſs Profeſſor, 


* 3 


NA 2 Ea ng 


[T ben] ſaid He, Sc. 


Then, after this provocation; then, 
after he had ſought and found no 
Fruit Aden, this Word (then) doth 
Mew aus a kind of an inward Diſquiet- | 
neſs; as he ſaith alſo in another Place, 
upon a like Provocation. Then © the 
Anger of the Lord, and his Jealouſy | 
ſhall ſmoke againſt that Man, and all the 
Curſes that are written in this Book 
Mall lie _"—_ him, and the Lord 8 
OL 


cut it down, why cumbreth it the 'F 
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blot out his Name from under Hea- 
ven” 1]; 

Then; It is intimated - th ke was 
26W come to a Point, to a Reſolution 
what to do with hi Fig- tree. Then 
aid he to the Dreſſer of this Vineyard, that 
is, to Jeſus Chriſt; Bebold, as much 


as to ſay, Come . here is a Fig- 


tree in my Vineyard, here is a Profet. 
ſor in my Church, that 1 E WE that 
beareth no Fruit. 

Obſerve, However the barren Pro- 


feſſor thinks of himſelf on Earth, the 


Lord cries out in Heaven againſt him. 


And now go to, I will tell you ; what 1 will 


do to my Vineyard. I will take away the 
Hedge thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and 
1 will break down the Walls thereof, and 

it ſhall be trodden down (x). 

Behold, theſe three Years I come ſeeking 
Fruit, &c. © ö 

Obſerve, Theſe three. Years. (Cad, 
cries out that his Patience is abuſed, 
that his Forbearance is abuſed : Be- 
hold, theſe three Years J have wait 


ed, forborn; theſe three Years I 


have deterred mine Anger; Therefore 
will TI flretch out mine Hand againſt 


_ thee, 
(«) Deut, xxix, 38, 19, 20, (x) Iſa. v. 5, 
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thee, and deſtroy thee,” 1 am weary with 


repenting, Jer. xv. 6. 
Obſerve, Theſe three Years. God 


layeth up all the Time; I ſay, a Re- 


membrance of all the Time, that 4 


barreh Fig Tree, or a fruitleſs Profeſſor, 
miſ-ſpendeth in this World, As he faith 
alſo of Jſrael of old, Forty Years long was 
I grieved with this Generation (. 
Theſe three Years, &c. 

ſerve, Theſe three Seaſons ; Ged 
remembers how many Seaſons thou 
haſt miſ-ſpent. For theſe three Years 
ſignify ſo many Seaſons. And when the 
Time of Fruit arew nigh (z), that is, 
about the Seaſon, that they begin to 
be ripe, or that according to the 
Seaſon, might ſo have been. Barren 


Fig Tree, thou haſt had Time, Seaſons, 


Sermons, Miniſters, Afflictions, Judg- 
ments, Mercies, and what not? and 
vet haſt not been fruitful : Thou haſt had 
Awakenings, Reproofs, Threatenings, 
Comforts, and yet haſt not been fruit- 
ful: Thou haſt had Patterns, Exam: 
ples, Citations, Provocations, and yet 
haſt not been fruitful. Well, God hath 
laid up by tbe Years with himſelf, He 

remem- 


0 70 Dial, ner. 10. (2) Matth. xxi, 34. 
/ 


bo 
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remembers every Time, every Seaſon, . 
every Sermon, every Miniſter, Afflic- 


tion, Judgment, Mercy, Awakening, 


Pattern, Example, Citation, Provo- 


cation: He remembers all, as he ſaid 


of . Iſrael of old.: They have. umpted me 


theſe. Ten Times, and have not hearkened-: 
to my Voice (a). And again, I remember 


all their Wickedneſs (b). 
Theſe three Years, &e. 


++ 


He ſeeks for the Fruit of every Sea- - 
ſon: He will not that any of his Ser- 


mons, Miniſters, Afflictions, Judg- 


ments, or Mercies, ſhould be lol, or- 
ſtand ſor inſignificant Things; he will 


have according to the Benefit beſtowed (c): 


He hath not done without a Cauſe - 


all that he hath done, and therefore 

he looketh for- Fruit: Look to it bar- 

ren Fig Tree. 
came (ſeeking) Fruit. 


Obſerve, This Word (ſeeking) ſigni- 


fies 4-narrow Search : For when a Man 


ſeeks for Fruit on. a Tree, he goes 


3 


round. it, and round it, now looking 


into this Bough, and then into that, 
he peeps into the. 1nmoſt. Boughs, and 


. 


(2) Numb. xiv, 22, (6) Hoſ. vii. 2. (c) 2 Chron, 


xxxli. 24, 25. Ezek. xiv. 23. 
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the lowermoſt Boughs, if, perhaps Fruic © * 


may be thereon. 


Barren Lig Tree, God will look into 
all thy Boughs, he will be with thee in 
thy Bed- fruits, thy Midnight- fruits, 
thy Cloſet- fruits, thy Family-fruits, 


thy Cogverſation- fruits, to ſee if there 
be any amongſt all theſe that are fit 


for, or worthy of the Name of, the 


| God of Heaven. He ſees what the Chil- 
' dren of Iſrael do in the dark. Ezek. viii. 
12. All Things are open unto the Eyes of 


iv. 1 2. 


keeps in Remembrance the Times 
and Seaſons that the barren- Profeſ- 


for as much as he alſo pointeth out the 
Fig Tree. This Fig Tree. It ſheweth 
that the barren Profeſſor, above all 


Eyes of God. This Fig Tree, This Man 
Coniab (4), This People draw "nigh 
me with their Mouth, but have fe- 


moved 
(4) Jer. xxii, 28. | 


him with whom we have to do. Heb. - 


Obſerve, I told you before, that he 


ſor had wickedly miſ-fpent. -- Now, 


Profeſſors, is a continual Odium in the 
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moved their Hearts far . from me (e). 
God knows vo they are among all the 
. Thouſands: of Jfrael, that are the barren 


and fruitleſs Profeſſors, his Lot will 5 


fall upon the, Head of Acban, though 


he be hid among Sia hundred tbouſand 


15 Men. And be brought bis Houſhold, Man 
„ Man, and Achan, the: Son of Carmi, 
. the Son of Zabdi, the Son of Zerah, of 
- the Tribe of Judah, was taken (F). This 


: is the Achan, this is the Fig Tree, this 


is the barren Profeſſor. 
Simile, There is a Man. hath an 
Hundred Trees in his Vineyard, and 
at the Time of the Seaſon, he walketh 
into, his, Vineyard, to ſee how the 
Trees flouriſh; and as he goes, and 
views, and, pries, and obſerves how 
they are hanged. with Fruit: Behold, 


he comes to one where he findeth 


naught. but Leaves. Now he makes a 


Stand, looks upon it again and again, 
he looks alſo here and there, above 


and below, and if after all this Seek- 
ing, he finds nothing but Leaves thereon : 
Then he begins to caft in Mind, how 


u he may know this Tree next Year, 
4 What 


(e) Iſa. xxix. 13. Matth. xv, 8. (J) Joſh. vii. 
77, 18, | | | 
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what ſtands next it, or how far 'tis 
off the Hedge; bur - if there be no- 
thing there that may be as a Mark 
to know it by, then he takes his Hook, 
and giveth it a private Mark. (And 
the Lord ſet a Mark apon Cain (g), ſay- 
ing, Go thy ways, fruitleſs- Fig Free; 
Thou haſt ſpent this Seaſon in vain, 

Yet doth he not cut it down, I 
will try it another Lear,; may be this 
Was not a hitting Seaſon, Therefore he 
comes again next Year to fee if now 
it have Fruit, but as he found it before, 
ſo he finds it mow, barren, barren, every 
Year barren; he looks again, . but finds 
0 Fruit. Now he.begins to have ſecond 
Thoughts: Howl neither hit 14ſt 
Year, nor this, Surely the Barrenneis 
is not in the Seaſon; ſure the Fault is 
in the Tree. However, I will ſpare it 
this Year alſo, but will give it a e- 
cond Mark: And it may be, he toucheth 
it with bis Iron (b), becauſe he begins 
to be angry. 

Well, at the third Seaſon He comes 
again for Fruit, but the third Year is 
like the firft and ſecond, no Fruit yet; it 

_ cumbreth the Ground; What now 
muſt 


@) "Ns iv. (5 1 Tim. iv. 2. 
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muſt be done with this Fig Tree ? 


Why, The Lord will lop its Boughs with 


Terror (i); yea, the Thickets of thoſe 
Profeſſors «with Jron. I have waited, 


ſaith God, theſe three Years; I have miſ- 
ſed of Fruit theſe three Years; It hath 
been a Cumber- ground 7heſe three Tears; 
Cut it down, Precept hath been upon 
Precept, and Line upon Line, one 


Year after another, for theſe three Years, 
but no Fruit can be ſeen, I find none, 


fetch out the Ax. I am ſure this is the 


Fig Tree, I know it from the firſt 
Tear, Barrenneſs was its Sign then, 
Barrenneſs is its Sign now, make it fit 


for the Fire. T he Ax is laid to the Root. 


of the Trees, every Tree therefore that bring- 


eth not forth good Fruit, is beton down, | 


and caſt into the Fire (&). 
Obſerve, My 8 ſeriouſly, 


God's Heart cannot ſtand towards a bar- 


ren Fig- tree. You know thus it is 


with yourſelves: If you have a Tree 


in your Orchard, or Vineyard, that 
doth only cumber the Ground, you cannot 


look upon that Tree with Pleaſure, 


with Complacency and Delight: No, 


if you do but go by it, if you do but 5 
F | 


caſt 
G) Isa. x. 33, 34. (5) Matth. i ii. 10. 
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. caſt your Eye upon it; yea, if you do 
but think of that Tree, you threaten 
it in your Heart, ſaying, Iwill bew thee 


_ down Hoartly ; Iwill to the Fire with thee 
ſhortly. And it is in vain for any to 


think of perſuading of you to ſhew Fa- 


-vour to the Barren Fig-tree, and if they 
ſhould perſuade,. your Anſwer is irre- 


ſiſtible, It yields me no profit, it takes up 
room, and doth no goog, a better. may 


. grow in. its room. 


* 


Cut it ds con. 


Thus ita the Godly amotig - the 
Jews made Prayers that rebellious 
Iſrael might not be caſt out of the 
Vineyard (J, what ſaith the Anſwer 
of God. Though Moſes and Samuel 
Stood before me, yet could not my Mind be 
toward this People: Wherefore caſt them out 
f my Preſence, and Jet them go forth (m). 
What a Reſolution is here, Moſes and 
Samuel could do almoſt any Thing with 
God in Prayer. How many Times 
did Maſes by, Prayer turn away God's 
Judgments from even Pharaoh him- 
FE 1 N 1185 R Times did he by 


Prayer 


— 


00 Jer, xiv. 17, 18, 19, 20, () Jer. xv. 2. 
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Prayer preſerve Iſrael, when in the” 
Wilderneſs, from tlie Anger and 
Wrath of God ()? Samuel is reckoned + 
excellent this Way, yea, ſo excellent, 
that when Jſrael had done that fearful . 
 Thifig, as to reject the Lord, and - 
chuſe them another King; he prayed, - 
and the Lord ſpared, and forgave 
| them (o): But yet neither Moſes nor” 
. Samuel can ſave a Barren Fig-tree. No; 
though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
me, that 135 pleading,: arguing, inter- 
ceding, ſupplicating, and beſeeching, -- 
yer could they not incline mine. Heart- 
to this ene ä 


g 5 We oh Cu. 12 down.” 


I Ah, bot Lord it is a Ege, a Fig 
tree! if it was a Thorn, or a Bramble, 
or a 7 bifiles the Matter would not be 
much; but it is a Fig. tree, or a Vine; 
Well, but mark the Anſwer of God: 
Son of Man, what is the Vine-tree, more 
Iban any Tree, or than a Branch that is 
l among the Trees of the Foreſt, ſhall Wood be 
14 "Rn thereof to do any Work? or will Men © 
1 me F 2 Jan 


I” x | 
190 1 * 


1 60 pfal. evi. 23. Ibid, xcix, 6. (9) 2 Sam, Xit, 


= 


1 be Ares Fi is Tr ree. 
tare a Pin thereof to hang any Veſſel there- 


on (p)? If Trees that are ſet or 


planted for Fruit, bring not forth that 


Fruit, there is betwixt them and the 


Trees of the Foreſt, zo Betterment' at 
all, unleſs the Betterment lieth in the 
Trees of the Wood, for they are fit 


to build withal; but a Fig- tree, or a 
Vine, if they Bring not forth Fruit; yea, 


good Fruit, they are fit for nothing at 
all, but to be cut down, and prepared 
ſor the Fire ; and fo the Prophet goes 
on, © Behold it is caſt into the Fire 
« for Fuel, if it ſerve not for Fruit, 
it will ſerve for Fuel, and fo. the Fire 
© devoureth both the Ends of it, and 
© the Middle of it is burnt ().“ 


ata 


Ay, but theſe Fig- trees and Vines are 


Church-Members, Inhabiters of Feru- 


alem. So was the Fig- tree, mentioned 
in the Text : But what Anſwer hath 


God prepared for theſe Objectiont, 
Why, * Thus faith the Lord God, as 


<« the Vine-tree among the Trees of 


« the Foreſt, which I have given to 


the Fire for Fuel, fo will 1 give the 
« Inhabitants of Jeruſalem. And 1 
15 3 ſet my Face againſt them, they 


« ſhall 


5 Fzck, xv. 2, 3. (00 Ver. 4. 
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„ ſhall 
c Fire ſhall devour them (r). 5 


go from one be and another 


Cut it down. 
The Woman that delighteth in "ol 


Garden, if ſhe have a Si there, ſup- 
poſe (if it was fruitful; ſhe would not 
Zet if it bear 


take five Pounds for it. 
no Fruit, if it wither, and dwindle, and 


die, and turn  Cumber-ground only, 
it may not ſtand in ber Garden. 
and Vineyards are Places for Fruit, for 
Fruit according to the Nature of the 
Plant or Flowers. . 
Slip as I told you of before, ſhould be 

in your Garden, and there die: Would. © 
you let it abide in your Garden ? No; a- 
way with it, away with it. 
man comes into her Garden towards | 
gives it a 
ſlight. caſt with her Eye; then ſhe ſets 
to gathering out the Weeds, and Net- 
tles, and Stones, takes a Beſom and 


The Wo- 
the Spring, where firſt ſne 


ſweeps the Walks : This done, ſhe falls 


to prying into her Herbs and Slips, to ſee 
if they hve, to ſee if they are likely to 
Now, #f ſhe comes io one that is 


grow. 
n 4 e 98 


(7) Eatk. xv. 6, % 
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66 The Barren Fig Tree. 
aead, that ſhe -is ſure will not grow, 
up ſhe pulls that, and makes to the 
Heap of Rubbjſh with ic, where ſhe 
aeſpilingly caſts it down, and valu- 
eth it no more than a Nettle, or a Weed, 
or than the Duſt ſhe hath ſwept out of 
her Walks. "Yea, if any that ſee her, 
ſhould ſay, Why do you ſo? The 
Anſwer is ready, 'Tis dead, *tis dead at 
Root: If I had let ĩt ſtand, twould but 
have cumbered the Ground. The 
« ſtrange Slips“ (and alſo 1he dead ones) 
e they muſt be an Heap in the Day of 
Grief, and of deſperate Sorrow 05 i 


Cut i down. 


There be two Manner of cutting 
down. 
+ *Farft, When a Man is caſt out of 
the Vineyard. | 
 - Secondly, When a Man is caſt ont 
of the World. 
_ Firſt, When a Man is caft out of 
the Vineyard. And that is done two 
Ways. | 


1. By an nb e Hand of Ged. 
2. By 


©) lla. xv. 20, 71. 
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2. By.the Church's due Execution of the 
Laws and Cenſures which Chrift for that 
Purpoſe had left with bis Church. © 
Firſt, God cuts down the Barren 
Fig tree by an immediate Hand, ſmiting 
his Roots, blaſting his Branches, and 
ſo takes him away from among his 
People. © Every Branch, ſaith Chriſt, 
e that beareth not Fruit in me, He, my 
e Pather, taketh away (f).“ He taketh. 
him out of the Church; He taketh 
him away from the Godly. There are 
© wo Things by which God taketh the 
1 barren Profeſſor from os the Chil- 
dren of God. | 
Firſt, Strong Delufons. 
Secondly, Open Prophaneneſs., 
_ Firſt, By ſtrong Deluſions (2), ſuch 
as beguile the Soul with damnable 
Doctrines, that fwerve from Faith and 
Godlineſs (x), © They have choſe their 
© own Ways, ſaith God, and their Soul 
ce delighteth in their Abominations ; I 
e alſo will chuſe their Deluſions, and 
will bring their Fears upon them(y).” 
I will ſmite them with Blindneſs and 
VA Fare of Heart, and Mey. of Eyes, 
j and 
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(e) John XV. 2. (* Ia, Ixvi. 3, 4. 650 Ib. vi. 95 
10, (9) 1 Kings xxii, 20, 21, 22, 
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and will alſo ſuffer the Tempter to 


' tempt and effect his helliſn Deſigns upon 
them; © God will fend them ſtrong 
« Delufions, that they may believe a 
« Lie, that they may all be, damned 
« ho believe not the Truth, but had 
«© Pleafure in Unrighteouſneſs '£ 3 Sg 

| Secondly, Sometimes God takes away 
aà barren Profeſſor by open Profaneneſs. 
There is one that hath taken up a 
Profeſſion of that Worthy Name, t the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ; but this eee 4 is 
but a Cloak, he ſecretly practiſeth 
Wickedneſs ; he is a Glutton, a Drunk - 
ard, or Covetous, or Unclean. Well, 
Caith God, I will looſe the Reins of this 
Profeſſor, I will give him up 10 his vile 
Afﬀetions, I will looſe the Reins of his 
| Luſts before him, he ſhall be entangled 


with his beaſtly Luſts, he ſhall be over- 
come of ungodly Company. Thus they 


that turn aſide to their own crooked 


Ways, © The Lord ſhall lead them 


c forth with the Workers of Iniqui- 


ce ty (4). This, is God's Hand im- 
mediately: God is now dealing with 
this Man bimſelf. Barren Hg tree, 


hearken, Thou art crouded into a 
Profeſſion, 


4 (z) z Thell, i. 10, 11, 13, (a) Pfal. exxv. 3. 
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Profeſſion, art got among the Godly, 
and there art a- Scandal to the holy 


and glorious. Goſpel ; but withal To 
cunning, that like the Sons of Zeruiab, 
thou art too hard for the Church. 
She knows not how to deal with thee : 

Well, faith God, I will deal with thar 
Man myſelf : © I will anſwer that Man 
« by myſelf ();“ he that ſets up his 


Idols in his Heart, and puts the Stum- 


bling-block of his Iniquity before his 
Face, and yet comes and appears before 
me, Iwill ſet my Face againſt that 
«. Man, and will make him a Sign and 


« a. Proverb, and I will cut him off 


ce from the midſt of my People, and ye 
ft: ſhall know that I am-the Lord.” 

But, Secondly, God doth fometimes 
cut down. the barren: Fig-tree,- by the 
Church, by the Church's' due Execu- 
tion of the Laws and Cenfores, which 


Chriſt ſor that Purpoſe hath leſt with 


his Church (c). This is the Meaning 
of that in Marth. xviii. 1 Cor, v. And 


that in Timothy (d), upon which now 


1 ſhall not enlarge. But which Way 
ſoe ver God dealeth with thee, O. ben 


Barren 


| a (5) Ezek. xiv. 7z 8. 75 Matth. viis. 17, 18. 


(4) 1 Tim. i. 20. , 
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barren Fig- tree, whether by himſelf i im- 
mediately, or by his Church, it a- 
mounts to one and the ſame. For if 
timely Repentance- prevent not, the 
End of that Soul is Damnation. They are 
blaſted, and withered, and gathered” 
by Men, God's Enemies, and at laſt 
being caſt into the Fire, burning muſt” 
be their End (e). That which beareth 
«© Briars and Thorns, is nigh unto 
curſing, whoſe End is to be burnt (F).“ 
But again, ſometimes by Cut it down, 
God means, caſt it out of the World.: 
Thus he cut down Nadab and Abibi, | 
when be burnt them up with Fire from 
Heaven (g): Thus he cut down Corah, 
Dathan and Abiram, when he reade the 8 
EZarib to ſwallow them up (5): Thus he 
aut down- Saul, when he gave him up 10 
fall upon the Edge of his own Sword, and 
died (i): Thus he cat dotum Ananias, 
ib Sapphi ira his: Wife, ohen be Rfuck * 
. them downs dead in the midſt- of the Con 
" 1gregation (). I might here alſo dif- 
courſe of Abſalom, Abitophel (I) and 
N n who were all three banged; the 


MO! John xv, 6. 7 ) Heb. vi. 3. 00 Lev. x. 75 2, 3. 
Numb. xvi. 31, 32, 33. (i) 1 Sam. xxxi. 4. 
85 Acts v., 10. (7) 2 Sam. XVits 2. Ib. xvii. 23. 
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$77 10 God's revenging Hand, the other 
were given up of God to be their 


own Executioners (n). Theſe were 
| barren and unprofitable Fig-zrees, ſuch 


as God took no Pleaſure in, therefore 


he commanded, to cut them down. The 
" P/almiſt ſaith, ©. He ſhall take them a- 
oh © way as with a Whirlwind, both liv- 

ing and in his Wrath,” Pal. lviii.-g. 
| Barren | Fig-tree, hearken; God calls 
for the Ax, his Sword (n), bring it 
Aither, here is a barren Profeſſor, "Cut 
im down, hy cumbereth Be the Ground 2 


V. by. cumbereth Fl the Ground ? 
By theſe Words the Lord ſuggeſteth 


Reaſons of his Diſpleaſure againſt the 
Barren Fig-tree, It cumbereth the Ground. 
The Holy Ghoſt doth not only take an 
Argument from its Barreuneſs, but be- 

| Cauſe it is a Cumber ground, therefore cut 
it down : Wherefore it muſt needs be a 
Provoc ation. 


1. Becauſe, as much as in him kink: 


he diſappointeth the Deſign of God in 


Planting his Vineyard. 7 looked that it 


2. It 
| 48 Plal lviii, 9, - (0 Ezek. xxi. 9, 10. 
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God, ſhould be fruitful. 
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2. It hath alſo. ahuſed his Patience, 

155 long, his three Years Patience. N 

It hath alſo abuſed his Labour; 
his Pains: his Care, and Providence or 
Protection and Preſervation; for he 
hedges his Vineyard, and walls it a- 
bout (o). Crmber-ground ! all theſe . 
Things thou abuſeſt. He waters his 
Vineyard, -and looks to it Night and 
Day (p); but all theſe Things thou 


haſt abuſed. 


Farther, T here are other Real of 
God's Diſpleaſure. As, 


Firſt, A eee is a very 
Mock and Reproach to Religion, a 


Mock and Reproach to the Ways of | 


God, to the People of God, to the 
Word of God, and to the Name of 


Religion. It is expected on all Hands, 


that all the Trees in the Garden of 
God ͤ expects 
Fruit, the Church expects Fruit, the 
World, even the World conclude that 
Profeſſors ſhould be fruitful in good 
Works ; I fay, the very World expecteth 
that Profeſſors ſhould be better than 


themſelves: But, Barren Fig tree, thou 
diſap- 


(o) Iſa. li. 2, 3. (þ) Ib. xxvii. 1, 2, 3. 


$ [ 


3 o bo 0 -of- 995 that 


4 <« Kingdom of Heaven ſhall be taken 


Room. As Samuel alſo ſaid to barren 
Saul (5), The Lord hath rent the 


„ 
5 


7 ze Barren Fig Tree. 7 3 | 


di iſappointeſt all: Nay, haſt thou not 
learned the wicked ones thy Ways (2) 
Haſt thou not learnt them to be more 
wicked by thy Example? (but that's 
hy the by). Barren Fig- tree, thou haſt 
diſappoiated others, and muſt be diſap- 
Pointed Ah ſelf. Cut it 4 why cum- 
bereth it the Ground. 

| Secondly, The Barren Fi ig-tree n 
up the Room where a better "Tree might 
Hand; I Tay, it takes up the Room, it 
keeps, ſo long as it ſtands where it 

oth, a fruitful Tree out of that Place, 
and therefore i it mult be cut down... Bar- 
ren Fig tree, Naſt thou hear? Becauſe 
the Jets ſtood. fruitleſs in the Vine- 
yard, Therefore ſaith God, „ The 


er from. you, and ſhall be given to a 
* Nation. that ſhall. render him their 
ce Fruits in their Seaſon (r).“ The 
Jews for their Barrenneſs were cut down, 
and a more fruitful People ſet in their 


46 Kingdom from thee, and Kath given 


'! 


* 8220 II 1 18 


0 {9 lis Fo 0 Matthy xxie33=41e (&) x Sam. 


XV. 23 


* 


74 7 he. Barren. Bi g Tree. 


e is better than thou. The unpro- 
-irable, rede be eat. ou 00. ut 
De cuts down. 


Cumber- W 1 How many hopeful, 
- ;nclinable; forward People, haſt thou i 
by thy. fruitleſs and unprofitable Eife, ] 
kept out of the Vineyard ef God? 
for. thy Sake have hel People ſtum- 
| bled at Religion: By thy Life have 
. they been kept from applying them- 
ſelves to the proper Means for their 
own Salvation. Thou haſt been alſo 
a Means of hardening others, and of 
- guencPitig; and killing weak Begin- 
nings. Well, Barren Hg. tree 1" Look 10 
byſelf, (chou will not go to Heaven 
thyſelf, and them that would, thou 
hindereſt.) Thou muſt not always 
cumber the Ground, nor always hin- 
der the Salvation of others: Thou 
ſhalt be cut down, and another Ut he | 
Planted in thy. Room. 89810 


Thirdly; The: eee iu Gt | 
en, he draws; away the Heart and Nou-—- 
riſhment ſrom the otber Trees. Were J 
dhe Cumber- ground cus domm, the other 
=! would .be more .. fruitful ; he draws 

| | Away © 


— 


away that Fatneſs of the Ground to : 
himſelf, - that would make” the other 
more hearty and fruitful. One Sin- 


ce ner deſtroyeth much Good (42) 


The Cumber- ground is a very Drone 
in the Hive, that eats vp the Honey 
that ſhould feed the labouring Bee; he 
is a Thief in the Candle, that wiſteth - 
the Tallow. but giveth no Eight ; he 
is the unſavory Salt, that is fit for 
naught but! the Dunghill. Lock to 
5 i. Barren Fig-tree. - | 


*% 


e Beckef. bn, 1. 
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"Luke xiii. 9. 


14 


tra. be "anſwering, 185 unto Bin, Lad, 
let it alone this Fear alſo, until I ſhall 
dig about it, and dung it; and if it 
hear Fruit well ; and f not, then: 175 i 


ter that, _ foalt cut it dun. 4 


* 
* 4% a 9 35 
„J FA, * * 1 


HESE are the Words 5 the 
Dreſſer of the Vineyard, who, I 


told you, is Jeſus Chriſt (for he made 


Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors (x). 


And they contain a Petition, preſented 
to an offended Juſtice, praying that a 
little Time and Patience might be ex- 
erciſed towards the barren, cumber- 


ground Fig-tree. 
In this Petition there are Six Things 


conticderabyy. 
Firſt, That Juſtice might be * . 


O that Juſtice might be deferred, Lord, 
let it alone, &c. a while longer. 


Secondly, 


© (a) Tha, Iii. 12. 


con — _— _ = 
ENS Cl i 1 
e ; 
” 24.7 5 FORE n 


i 
4 


; 7 ”e Barren Pi Tres. f 7 


Sc Here is 'a Time prefixed, 
as a Space to try if more Means will 
cure a barren Fig-tree, Lord, _ it "0 
this Year alſo. 


1 


Thirdly, The Means to \ kelp t it, are | 
propounded, until 1 To” 4 about it, 
and dung It. 


Fourthly, Views 1s "mY an Inſinua- 
tion of a Suppoſition, that by thus 
doing, God's Expectation er the —_— 
anſwered, And if it bear Fruit, Well. © 


Fifchly;” Here is x Suppoſition that 
the barren Fig-tree may yer abide bar- 
ren, when Chriſt hath done what be wil! 
unto it, and if it bear Fruit, cc. 


Sixthly, Here is ar laſf a e 5 
that if thou continue barren, hewing 
Days will come upon thee. And if it bear 


Fruit, Well; And if not," then after that oo 
thou * cut it down. 


But to proceed” according. to my 
former Method, * Way of * 2 


3 ſition, 


n 


A . oe ar rg fe EO I 


. — — 
et * ** * g * * 
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The Barren Fig Tree. 
Lend. ii it alone this Tear alſo. 


ere. is aſtoniſhing Gre indeed, 

aſtoniſhing Grace! I ſay, that the Lord 
Jeſus ſhould concern himſelf with a 
barren- Fig-tree ; that he ſhould ſtep in 
to ſtop the Blow from a barren Fig-iree. 


True, he ſtopt the Blow but for a Time; 


But why did be ſhop it at all? Why did he 
not fetch out the Ax? Why did he not 


do Execution? Why did not he cut it 


down? Barren Fig- tree! tis well for 
thee that there is a Jeſus at God's 
Right Hand, a Jeſus of that extenſive 


Goodneſs, as to have Compaſſion for: 4 


| barren Fig tree, or Juſtice had never let 


thee alone to cumber the Ground as 


thou haſt done. When Iſrael. alſo, had 


finned againſt God, down they had 
gone, but that Moſes ſtood in the Breach. 
Let me alone, ſaid Cod to bim, that I 
0 may conſume them in a Moment, 


and I will make of thee a great 
% Nation ( y).” 


Barren Fig- tree, Doſt 
thou hear ? Thou knoweſt not how oft 
the Hand of Divine Juſtice hath been 
up £0 ſtrike, and how many Years fince 

"4, | 15 thou 


(3) Exod, n. 10. 


4 
94 


The Barren Fig Tree. 79 
thou hadſt een cut down, had not Jeſus : 
caught hold of his Father's Ax, Let 
me alone, let me fetch my Blow, or 
cut it down, why cumbereth it the Ground? 
Wilt thou not hear yet, Barren Fig-tree ? 
Wilt thou provoke ſtill! | Thou haſt 
wearied Men, and provoked the Juſtice 
of God; „ And wilt thou weary wy 
Lu Chriſt alſo (z) þ 1 


b let it "OP 5 7: zar. 


Lord, a little longer, let not a Soul 
be loſt for want of Means; 1 will try, 
I will fee if I can make it fruitful, 7 
will not beg a long Life, nor that it 
might ſtill be Barren and ſo provoke 
thee. - I beg for the Sake of the Soul, 
the immortal. Soul, Lord, ſpare it ane 
Zear only, one Year longer, this Year alſo ; 
if I do any good to it, it will be in 
a little Time. Thou ſhalt not be over- 
wearied with waiting, one Tear, and 
then. | 

Barren Fig tree, Doſt thou hear Vat 
Striving there is between the Vine- 
dreſſer and the Huſbandman for thy 
TR, Cut ii down, ſays one, Lord, 
„ ſpare 
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(2) Iſa. vii, 23. 
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ſpare it; ſaith the other; "Tis Cumber- 
ground, ſaith the Father, One Year longer, 


Prays the Son, Let it alone this Year alſo. 


Until I ſhall dig- about it and dung it. 


The Lord Jeſus - by theſe Words 
ſuppoſes jwo Things, as Cauſes "4 
want of Fruit in a harren Fig-tree, and 
tro Things he propoſeth as a Re- 
medy. | 

The Things that are a Cauſe of 18 
want of Fruit, are, 


. 'Tis Karth-bound, Lord, the Fig: 
ws is Earrb- bout. * 


2. A want of warmer Means, of fate 
| Means. | 


Wherefore according hs pro- 
po ech, e 
1 irſt, To looſen the Earth, to dig 
about it. 2 


Secondly, And han to lu ply it with. 
Dung ; to dig about it and 4 74 Lord, 


tt it alone this Tear alſo, until I ſhall dig 


about 1 doubt it is too much 
| | Ground. 


The Barren. | Big Tree. 81 


1 g bound, The Love of this 
„ World, and the Deceitfulneſs: of 
1 Riches (a), lie too cloſe. to the 
Roots of the Heart of this Profeſſor. 
The Love of Riches, the Love of Ho- 
nours, the Love of Pleaſures, are the 
Thorns. that choak the Word. For 
«all that is in the World, the Luſts of 
ce the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eyes,. and, 
« the {nc hg of Life, are not of the Fa- 
te ther (but are Enmity to God ().“ 
How then (where theſe Things bind up 
the Heart) can there be Fruit brought 
forth to God ?. Barren Fig-tree, See how 
the Lord Jeſus, by theſe very! ords, 
ſuggeſteth the Cauſe of thy Eruitleſgeſe 
of Soul. The Things of TH World lie 

tac cloſe to the Heart; the Earth. with its 
Things have baund up.thy Roots. © Thou 
ce art an Earth-bound Soul, thou art 
« wrapt up in thick Clay. If any Man 
“ loye the World, the Love of the Fa- 
ce ther is not in him.“ How then © 
can he be \ fruitful in the Vineyard? 
This kept Judas (c) from the Fr fie of 
caring for the Poor. This kept De. 
mas s (of from” the Fruit of * denial.” 
And 


MO) Yon Nip, Ty «Ja i . 16. 60 has 6. | 
im. ir. 10. 1 = | 
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And this kept Ananias and Sapphira his 
Wife (e), from the goodly Fruit of. 
Sincerity and Fruth. What ſhall I ſay, 
6 Theſe are fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, 


c vh ich dron Men in Deſtruction and 
N Perdition, for the Love of Money, 


ct. is the Root of all Evil.“ How then 
can good Fruit grow from ſuch'a Root, 
the Root of all Evil? e Which while 
«ſome covet after, they have erred 


«-from the Faith;- and* pierced them- 


« ſelves through with many Sorrows.” 
Mark, I ſay, it is an evi Root. Nay 
more; it is the Root of all Evil (): 


How then can the Profeſſor that hath: - 
fuch a Robot, or a Root wrapped up in 


fuch,earthly Things, as the Luſts, and 
Pleaſures; and Vanities of this World, a 
bring forth Fruit-unto'God . 8 


V/ fall (dig) r ir. 


| Lord, 1 will looſe: his Roots; 17 f 
dig up-this Earth, I will lay his Roots 


bare, my Hand ſhall be upon him oi 


Sickneſs; by-Difappointments, by croſs 
Providences; 1 will dig about bim 
until he ſtands ſhaking and tottering, 


| i 1 de to fall: Then, it + 


. 4 5 * 0 "1 Let, 
@ Advis: — 0 ) rie OF 
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ever, be will ſeek to. take ſaſter Hold. 
Thus, 1 ſay, deals the Lord g eſus oft- 
d times with the barren Profeſſor, e 
diggetb about him; he:ſmiteth one Blow 

at 5 85 Heart, anatber Blow at his Luſts, 

a tbird at his Pleaſures, a fourth at his 

. Comforts, another at his Self- conceited- 
neſs: Thus be diggeth about him : 
This. is the Way to ſate bad Earth from 

his Roots, and to looſen his Roots from 

the Earth. Barren Fig-#ree, See here 
the Care, the Love, the Labour and 

. Fay, which the Eord Jeſus, the Dreſ- 
ſer of the Vineyard, is willing to take 
With thee, if We thou ee be 
made Ituitful. A 


Until ＋ Ball. aig about it, and (dong) it. 


As the Earth, by binding the Roots 
too cloſely, may hinder the Trees be- 
ing fruitful: So the Want of better 
Means, may be alſo a Cauſe thereof. 
And. this is more tlian intimated: by 
the Dreſſer of the Vineyard, Until 1 
Hull dig about it, and dung it, I will 
ſupply it with a more fruitful Mi- 
niſtry, with a warmer Word. I will 
give them Paſtors after mine own Heart, 
4 will” dung ms you know Dung 18 a2 
more 


| . The i Rx E re. 


more wa; more fat, more hearty, 
more ſuckering Matter, than is com- 
monly the Place in | which Trees” 8 
planted: Mats; 

T will dig chant it, 15 dis it, 1 vil 
bring it under an Heart- awakening Mi- 
niſtry, the Means of Grace ſhall be fat, 
and good. I will alſo vific it with 
Heart awakening, Heart - warming, 
_ Heart-encouraging Conſiderations, | I 
will apply warm Dung to his Roots, I 


will ſtrive: with him by my Spirit (2), 


and give him ſome Taſtes of the hea- 
venly Gift, and the Power of the World 


to come (b). I am loth he ſhould be 
loſt for want of Digging, ** Lord, let 


cc it alone this Year alſo, until L ſhall 
xc dig about! it. and Jung | ons | 


G 50 Au if it Jeb Fruit, Well: 


; ond; if the Fruit of all my. Uebe 
cock: make this Fig- tree fruitful, I ſhall 
count my Time, my Labour, and Means 
well beſtowed upon it: And thou alſo, 
O my God, ſhalt be therewith much de- 
9 — Fort ow” art ene and 


@ Gen, vi. . © Heb, vi, 27 . = 


* 
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Evil, which thou threateneſt to bring | 
upon a People (i), 
Theſe Words therefore inform us, 
that if a Barren Fig- tree, a batren Pro- 
feſſor, ſhall now at laft bring forth 
Fruit to God, it ſhall go well with 
that Profeſſor, it ſhall go well. with 
1 BF that poor Soul. His former Barrenneſs, 
, his former tempting of God, his Abuf- 
of God's Patience, and Long: ſuffer- 
ing; his miſpending Year after Year, 
Thall now be all forgiven him. Yea, 
God the Father, and our Lord. Jeſus 
"Chriſt will now paſs by, and forget all, 
and ſay, Well done, at the laſt. When 
1 gay to the Wicked, O wicked Man, 
thou ſhalt ſurely. die ; if he then do. that 
which is lawful and right, if he walk 
in the Statutes of Life, without com- 
mitting Iniquity, he ſhall. ſurely live, 
e ſhall not die (x). | 
Barren Fig-tree; Doſt thou hear ? 
The Ax is laid to thy Roots, the 
Lord Jeſus prays. God to ſpare thee; 
Hath he been digging about thee? 
| Hath he been dunging of thee ? O Bar- 
ren Fig-iree, Now thou art come to 
the Point; if thou ſhalt now become 
2 J 

4 li) Jonah ix. 2. (4) Exek. iii. 3. 


86 The Barren Fig Tree. 
good, if thou ſhalt after a graciou 

manner ſuck in the Goſpel: dung, and 
if thou ſhalt bring forth Fruit unto 
God, Well: But if. not, the Fire is the 
laſt. Fruit or the Fire, Fruit or the 
Fire, Barren Eg: my. * it bear , 
Null. 


| 108. 77 wot, then oft 4 Fins A 
cut it down. 


And if not, &c. The Lord Jeſus 
by this if, giveth us to underſtand, 
that there.is a Generation of Profeſſors 
in the World, that are.incurable, that 
will not, that cannot repent (/), nor be 
profited by the Means of Grace: A 
Generation, 1 ſay, that will retain a 
Profeſſion, hut will not bring forth 
Fruit; 4 Gcheration that will wear out 
the Patience of God, Time and Tide, 
Threatenings and Intetceffions, Judg- 
ments and Mercies; and after all” il 
Be unfruitful. 
the deſperate wi ckedneſs that is 
in thine Heart; Barren Profeſſor, doſt W 
thou hear, the Lord Jeſus ſtands yet in 
Douht oe thee? There is an 7 
ſtands yet in the Way. Lay, the Lord 
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The Barren Fig Tree. 87 
jeſus ſtands: ye in Doubt about thee, 
whether or no, at laſt thou: wilt be 
good. Whether he may not labour in 
vain; whether his Digging and Dung- 
ing will come to more than loſt La- 
| bour. © gave her Space ta repent, 
and ſhe repented not (*).” I dig- 
at ged about it, I dunged it, I gained 
| Time, and ſupplied it with Means ; 
but A herein in vain, and 
as _ my Strength for nought and in 
, & vain. Doſt thou hear, Barren Fig- tree 


8 There is yet a Queſtion,. cc Whether bg 
lh © will be well with thy Soul at laſt.” 


[ And if not, then after that thou ſhatt cut 
. 1 
5 


i down. 

There is nothing more exaſperating 
to the Mind of a Man, than to find all 
his Kindnefs and Favour flighted : 
Neither is the Lord: Jeſus fo provoked 
with any Fhing, as when Sinners 
abuſe his Means of Grace, if it be 
barren and froitleſs under, my Goſpel, 
f it turn my Grace into Wantonneſs ; 
if after digging and dunging, and 
waiting, it yet remain. unfruirful, 1 
will ler Fee cut it down, | 
„„ : Goſpel 


fo (N. Rev. in 23. 
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5 T7 Barren Fig Tree. 
Goſpel Means applied is the 4% 
Remedy for a barren Profeſſor; if the 
Goſpel, if the Grace of the Goſpel-will 
not do, there can be nothing expected, 
but cut it down. T ben _ that thou 
Halt, cut it down, HO! 
O Jerufalem, Jeruſalem, cc thou 
that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt 
cc, them that are ſent unto thee, how- 
often would I have gathered: thy 
© Children. together, as an Hen { 2 
<. thereth. her Chickens under or” 
„ Wings, and ye would nor ?- thete- 
ce fore your Houſes are left unto yu 
*. deſolate- (u).“ Yet it cannot be, 
but that this Lord Jeſus, who at firſt 
did put a Stop to the Execution of his 
Father's Juſtice, becauſe he deſired. to, 
try more Means with the Fig- tree: I. 
ſay, it cannot be, but that an. Heart 
io fall. of Compaſſion, as bis ig, 
ſhould be touched, to behold. this. 
Profeſſor muſt. now be cut down ; 
« And when he was come near, He 
«© beheld the City, and -wept ayer. 9 
0 ſaying, If thou hadſt Known, even 
vc thou, at leaſt. in this thy Day,. 
« the 


CC- 


A 


2 


— 222 my OY 4 % 
* 4 o L * 4 0 


@) Matth. xxin. 37, 3% 


0e hb Things that belong to thy 
e Peace, but now 1 ae Nad Troop 
ce thine Eyes 050. 1 


After that,. thou 44 cut it + lone. 


When Chriſt giveth thee over, there 
is uo Interceſſor, no Mediator, no more 
Sa up for Sin: All is gone but 
Judement, but the Ax, but a © certain 

ZE arful looking for of Judgment, 
« and fiery Indignation, which: mall 


nl 2 + Ws e+e * fns 
* ; * % I; 8 


| <« devour the Adverſaries (o).“ 

f Barren Fig- tree, Take heed that mou 
eomeſt not to theſe laf Words, for 

; theſe Words are a Give-up, a Caſt-up, 


a Caſt-up of a Caſt- away: After that | 


thou ſhalt cut it dewn. They are as 
much, as if Chriſt had ſaid, Father, 
I begged for more Time for this barren 
Profeflor. I begged until I ſhould 
dig about it, and. dung it; but now, 
Father. the Time is out, the Fear is 
ended, ihe Summer is ended, and no- 
Good done; 1 have alſo tried with my 
W Means, with the Goſpel, I have laid 
alſo the fat and hearty Dung of the 
H 3 4 Goſpel 


) Luke xix, 47, 43. 5 Hebrews *. 26, 
277 28. . * 


— 
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go The Baue Pig Tree. 


Goſpel to it; but all comes 1 nothing. 
Father, I deliver up this Profeſſor to 
thee again, I have done, I have done 
all, I have done praying, and endea- 
vouring, I will hold the. Head ef thin: 
Ax. no longer : Take, him into the 
Hands of Juſtice, do Juſtice, ds the 
Law, I will never beg for bim more. 
After that thou ſhalt cut it down.— 

Wo unto them when I depart from 
« them (p).” Now is this Profeſſor 
left naked indeed; naked to God, naked 


to Satan, naked to Sin, naked to the 


Law: zaked to Death, naked to Hell (3), 
naked to Judgment, and naked to the 
Gripes of a guilty Conſcience, and to 
the Torment of that Worm that ne- 
ver dies, and to that Fire that never 
mall be quenched. © See that ye 
« refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; 


« for if they eſcaped. not,' who re- 


<« fuſeth him that ipake on Earth, 


© much more ſhall not we eſcape, 


if we turn away from him that 


55 


. ſpeaketh from Heaven. (r).”— 


, Fo this brief Paſs through this k 


06 Hoſea ix, 14. (65) Mark Ix, 45 to 48. (r) 8 


xii. To | y 


8 


7 be 2 Bg Tree | 


Pally: you: have theſe two — 


13 Obſervations: 2 


— 


Dotrine 4 


Firſt, That even then when the 
Juſtice of God cries: out,“ I cannot 


cc endure to wait on this barren Pro- 


« feſſor any longer: Then Jeſus 


Chriſt intercedes for a litiie mare Time, 


* x 


. 


and a little. more Patience, and a /ittle 


more Striving with this Profeſſor, if 
poſſible he may make him a fruitful 
Profeſſor. Lord, let it alone this 
« Year alſo, until I ſhall dig abour it 
ce and dung it, and if it bear Fruit, 
cc n 1 Sc. 


Dodirine 2. 


" Secandly. There are ſome Profeſſors 
whoſe Day of Grace will end with, 
Cut it down, with Judgment; when 
Chriſt hath uſed all the Means for their 
ion. 

The Firſt of theſe OUſeivations. I 
ſhall paſs by, and not meddle at all 


' therewith, : But ſhall briefly ſpeak. to 
That 


the Second, to — | 


— 
2 


* 
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92 The Barren Fig Tree. 

„ Fhat there are fome Profeſſors, 0 

* whoſe Day of Grace will end with! 
cc Cut it Fas ay with Judgment; when 


«« Chriſt hath uſed all the Means for 
their Salvation,“ 


This the Apoſtle Berend i in the airs | 
Chapter of bis Epiſtle to the Hebrews, i 
where he tells us, that the People of 
the. Jews, after a Forty Years Patience, 

and Endeavour to do them good by 
the Means appointed for that Purpoſe, 
their End was to be cut down, or ex- 
cluded the Land of Promiſe, for their 
final Incredulity, “ So we ſee they could 
ec not enter in becauſe of Unbelief (s).“ 
te Wherefore, ſaith he, 1 was grieved 
« with that Generation, and ſaid, they 
«© do always err in their Hearts, and 
« they have not known my Ways: So 
« I ſware in my Wrath, that they 
<« ſhould not enter into my Reſt. As 
if he ſhovid fay, © I would they ſhould 
have entered in, and for that Pur- 
© poſe I brought them out of Egypt, 
led them thro the Sea, and taught 
ce them in the Wilderneſs ; but they 
14 ce did not anſwer my Work, nor De- 
= * in that Matter: Whereſbre, 
. x | £6 & they 


W Heb, i Ill, 10, * 


* 
1 
[ 
7 


«©, they ſhall' not, I ſware they ſhall not, 

I ſware in my Wrath, they ſhould not 
cc enter into ny. Reſt. Hexe is Cutting” 
down with Judgment. So again, Cbapler 
the fourth, he ſaith, © Ag] Rave ſworn 


% jn my Wrath, / they ſhall enter into 


«© my. Reſt, although the Works were 


<<: Res from the Foundation of the | 
World (z);”” This Word if, is the 


ſame with (they ſpall not) in the Chap- 


ter before. And where he ſaith, Al- 
cc though the Works were finiſhed from 


the Foundation of the World.“ He 
giveth-us to underſtand, that whatever 
Preparations ſoever are made for the 
Salvation of Sinners, and of how long 
continuance ſoever they are, yet the 
God-tempting, God-provoking, and. 
fruitleſs, Profeſſor, is. like to go with- 
out a Share therein; , Although the Works 


were fn i Bed. from. ie en 1 Ihe, | 


World: 
en I. ilk e e pot you in 7 


| <<< membrance, though. ye once knew - i 
this, how that the Lord having ſaveq f 


* the People out of the. Land of Ent, 
afterwards deſtroyed them that he- 
lieved not; And the Angels that 
n 5 a ce kept: 

00 ned ur l. | 


The Barren Big Tree. 58. 
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94 The Barren Fig Tree: 


« .kept not their firſt; Eſtate, but left 
« their own- Habication, he hath re- 
ee ſerved in everlaſting Chains, under 


, Darkneſs, unte the Judgment of the 


<< grrat Day (u). Here is an Inſtance 
to purpoſe; an: Inſtance of Men and 
Angels. Men ſaved out of the Land 


of Egypt, aud in their Journey toward 


Cgngan, the 'Eype of Heaven (cut down) 


Angels created, and placed in the 
Heavens, in great Eſtate and Princi- 
Pality, yet bath theſe, becauſe unfruit - 


ful to God in their Places, were cut 


dun. che Men deſtroyed: by Gad* (for. 
fo ſaith the Tex), and the Angels re- 
ſeryed: in everlaſting Chains, under 


2 ta. the Judguent of the great 
ay. 
Now, in my hagidling: of this Point, 


1 mall diſcourſe of the Cutting down, 


or the Judgment here denounced, as-it 
reſpecteth the doing of it by God's 
Hand immediately, and) that 3 with 
neſpect to his Coſting them out of| the 
World, And not as it refpecteth an 4# 


gf: the Church, Ce. And as to this 


Cutting down of Judgment, it muſt 
de 1e that. it cannot be before 


ihe 
(70 Juds ver. . C. 


Words of the Text, then after that, thou 
fhalt cut it doton. © After that, that is, 


Opportunities of Grace, and Means of 
Grace upon it; then wr that —_ 


is before the Execution. Execution is 
not always preſently upon the Sentence 
given; for, after that, a convenient 


Text. The Decree that he ſhall pe- 


fruitleſs quite through the /aft Year, 
from its continuing fruitleſs at e End 
of all Endeavors. But Outing doum 
is not yet, for that comes with an aer 

| Word : Ten I c unt bon Male aut # 
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the Day of Grace be paſt with the Figure. 
But according to the C rd There 
be ſome Profeſſors whoſe Day of Grace will 
end toith, Cut it down, according to the 


after all my Attempts and Endeavours 
to make it. fruitful; after I have left it, 

wen it over, done with it, and re- 
ſolved to beſtow no more Days of Grace, 


bal cut it down. 


- Beſides, the giving: ey the Hg., 


Time is thought on, and then is Cut 
ting down: And ſo it is here in the 


riſh, is gathered from its continuing 
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6 .T4t Barren Fig Tree. 


So then, that I may orderly proceed 
«with the Obſervation, I mult lay. down 
«theſe. two rpolliens.” 55 

Firſt, 7 hat tbe Do of Grate 3 with 
Jome Men, before God takes them out 
of this World. 15 


42 dt The 8 or l 
down of ſuch Men will be dreadful. 
For this Cut it down, when it is under- 
ſtood in the largeſt Senſe (as bere in- 
deed it ought) it ſheweth, not only the 
Wrath of God againſt a Man's Life in 
this World, but his Wrath againſt him, 
Body and Soul. And is as much as 
to ſay, Cut him off from all the Pri- 
wvileges, and Benefits that come by 
Grace, both ia this World, and Aar 
Which is to come. 


:  Propoſt tion 1. 


But to proceed, 4e T he 0 of 

« Grace ends with ſome Men, before 
e God taketh them out of this 
ce, World.” I ſhall. give you ſome In- 
ſtances of this, and ſo go on to the 
laſt 1 Hon, 


"Fi, 


By IT CO 


« than I can bear (z).“ 


ec hid,” 


c 2 2 


A Profeſſor, a Sacrificer (x), a Wor- 
ſhipper of God; yea, the firſt Wor- 


ings that we read of after the Fall. 
But his Grapes were wild ones; his 


Works were evil (y), he did not do what 
he did, from right Motives. There- 
fore God diſallowed: his Work; at this 


his Countenance falls; wherefore he 


envies-his Brother, quarrels with him, 


takes his Opportunity, and kills him. 
Now in that Day that he did this Act, 
was the Heavens cloſed up againſt him, 
and that himſelf did ſmartingly and 


fearfully feel, when God made Inqui- 
fition for the Blood of Abel, © And now 


< curſed, ſaid God, ſhalt thou be from 
© the Eafth, which hath opened her 
“ Mouth to receive thy Brother's Blood 


« from thy Hand, and,” Sc. And 
& Cain ſaid, My Puniſhment i is greater. 
Mine Ini- 
quity is greater than it may be for- 
given. © Behold, thou haſt driven me 


1 0 out this Day from the Face of the 


« Earth, and from thy Face ſhall I be 
Now. thou art curſed, ſaith 
7”. EN God. 


(x) Gen, i We. Je. 00 1 Joh it, 12, * Gen, i Wo 8. 
11, 12, 13, 14. 
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Firſt, I ſhall inſtance Cain; Cain was | 
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; e 8 e Barren F is Tree. 
_ God; Thou haſt! driven me out this 


| ſhall I be hid; I {hall never more have 
Hope in thee, Smile from thee, nor 
expect Mercy at thy Hand. Thus 
therefore Cain's Day of Grace ended, 
and the Heavens, with God's own 
Heart, were ſhut up againſt him; yer, 
- _e this, he lived long. Cutting down, 
was not come yet: After this he lived 
to marry: a Wife, to beget a curſed 
Brood, to build a Ci ty (2, (and what 
elſe I know not) all 2 could not 
be quickly done; wherefore Cain might 
live after the Day of Grace was paſt 
with him, ſeveral Hundred Years. 
Secondly, I ſhall inſtance Ihm (>): 
Iſhmael was a Profeſſor, was brought 
up in Abrabam's Family, and was Cir- 
cumeiſed at Thirteen. Years ef Are, but 
he was the Son of the Bond. man,; he 
brought not forth good Fruit, he was 


he would ſcoff at thoſe that were better 
than himſelf. Well, upon a Day his 
brother Jſaae was weahed, at whick 
| Time his Father made 2 Feaft, and re- 


X xvi. * f 


Day, faith Cain, and from thy Face 


a wild Profeſſor... For all his Religion, 


joiced 
Tay Gen. Ive. 64 0746 (93 bid, uxli, 23 262 and 


„„ 0 


joiced before the Lord, for that he had 
given him the promiſed Son: at this 
Iſnmael mocked them, their Son, and 
godly Rejoicing. Then came the Spi- 
rit of God upon Sarab, and ſhe cried, 
| «Caſt him out, -caſt out this Bond- 


The Barren Fig Tree. 99 


cc; woman, and her Son; for the Son | 
c of this Bond-woman :ſhall not be 
„Heir with my Son, even with 


Y 


tians makes this Caſting out to be, not 


only a Caſting out of Aörabams Fa- 
mily, but a Caſting out alſo from. us Lot 
with the Saints in "Heaven (4). Alto - 
Moſes giveth us a notable Proof there- - 
of, in ſaying, that when Iſbmael died, 
Be woas gatheredto bis People (e), his People 2 
by his Mother's Side, forthe! was reck- 


5 
75 
„ Iſaac (e) Now Paul to the Gala- 
4 
C 
4 


oned from her, the Son of Hagar, the 
Son of the Bond-woman. Now ſhe 
came of the Egyptians (): So that he 


where Pharacb” and his Hoſt were ga- 
thered to, who were drowned in the 
Red. Sea; theſe were his People, and 


; (e) Gen. xxv. 17. 


was gathered when he died, notwith- 
ſtanding his Profeſſion, to the Place 


he was: of them, both by Natare and 
I 2 - Diſ- 


45 Gen. Xxv. 8, den 11. (a) Gal. iv, 29s 30, 3 5 
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* Diſpoſition, by perſecuting as they 

did, But now, When did the Day of 
Grace end with this Man? See aa 
I will ſhew you: Jſhmael was. Thirteen 
Tears old, when he was circumciſed, 
and then was Abrabam Ninety Years old 


and Nine (g). Fhe next Year Iſaac was 


born. So that Iſhmael was now Four- 
teen Years of Age. Now when Iſaac 
was weaned: (ſuppoſe he ſucked” Four 
Years) by that Account, the Day- of 
| Grace ' muſt be ended with Iſhmael, 25 
that he was Eighteen Years old (5). 
For that- Day he moeked, that Day 
it was faid, Caſt bim out, and of that 
Caſting out, the Apoſtle makes what 
F have ſaid. Beware ye young, bar- 
ren Profeſſors... JÞmael lived an Hun- 
dred and Nineteen Years. after this, in 
great Tranquility and Honour with: 
Men; after this alſo he begat Twelve 
Princes; even after his Ty of Grace 
was paſt. ; 


Thirdly, I ſhall aloe Eau. n 


alſo was a Profeſſor, he was born 


unto Jſaac, and circumciſed accord- 
ne. 6 OM | ing 
9) Gen. Axi. 9. (g) Ibid, aviie 24, 255 26. 


; 85 Gen, XXV, 12, 35 14, 15, 16, 17. 
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ing to the Cuſtom (* But Zſau 
was a Gameſome Profeſſor, am Huntſman, 
2 Man of the. Field; yr 7:4 he was wedded 
to his Luſts, which he did alſo ven- 
ture to keep, rather than the Birth- 
_ right. Well, uppen a Day, when he 
came from Hunting, and was faint, 
he ſold his Birth-right to Jacob his 


Brother. New the Birth-right in 


thoſe Days, had the Promiſe and 
Blefung annexed 0 it. Vea, they 
were ſo entailed in ibis, that the one 
could not go without the others 
wherefore the Apoſtle's Caution is 
here of Weiglit: Take heed, b 
« ve, leſt there be among you a For- 
5, bicator, or profane Perſon as "Eſau, 
2 who for one Morſel of Meat ſod 
« his Birth. right; for ye know how 
e that afterwards,” When hes would 
ce have inherited the Bleſſing, he was 
rejected; for he found no Place of 
8 Repentance, though he ſought it 
cc carefully with Tears (&).“ NO 
the ending of Eſaus Day of Grace 
is to be reckoned from his Selling 
his Birth- right: For aue the Apoſtle - 


„ points 
be wen, 28. 29, 20—34. &) WY wü. 
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points it, leſt there be among you 0 
any, that like Eſau, ſells his Birth-, f 
right: For then Boes hence ** Dleſ- | 
bing alſo, 


\ 
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Bur Blu f fold his Birth. bt Bag 
before his Death. Twenty Years 4. 
ter this, Jacob was with Laban, and 
when he returned Home, his Brother 
Eſau met him (7). Farther, after this, 
when Jacob dwelt again ſome Time 
with his Father, then Jacob and Eſau 
buried him (n). I ſuppoſe he might 
Jive above Forty Years, yea, for ought . 
I know, above Fourſcore Years after 
he had ſold his Birth-right. And ſo 
.. conſequently he had =o himfolf out Tg 
the Grace of God. 


eos "AR. 


— * . 
wu. 2 
* 
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bree Things I would further note 
upon theſe Three Profeſſors. 3s 


Firſt, e an angry Profeſſor; Th- 
mael a mocking. one, Eſau a luſtful, 
gameſome one: Three Symptoms of a 
barren Profeſſor. For he that can be 
angry, and chat can mock, and that 
, . can 


OO Gen. xxxi. * wa. xxxii, 6. (n) Gen, XXX. 
a, 29, 


* 


e ESSE To 


can idle nis Tul, cacinor ting, 
forth Fruit to God. 


* 


Sagen T he 57 0 of Crack ces 
with theſe Profeſſors at that Time 


when they committed ſome grievous 
Sin; Cain's When he killed his Bro- 


ther; ;  Ihbmaet's when he mocked at 


Tſaac, &c. And Eſau when out- of 
Love to his Luſts, he deſpiſed, and 
ſold his Birth-right,, Beware barren 
Profeflor ; © thou- mayeſt do that in 
c half a quarter of an Hour, from 
« the Evil of which thou mayeſt not 
o be delivered for ever and ever.“ 


T hirdly, Yet cheſs Ti "au after 3 
Day of Grace was over, lived better 
Lives, as to outward Things, than 
ever they did before. Cain, after 


ibis, was Lord of a City (2); J1/omael 


was, after this, Father of 4 welve Prin- 
ces (a); and Eſau, after this, told his 
Brother, © I have enough, my Bro- 
<< ther, keep that thou haſt to thy- 
« ſelf (p).” Eaſe, and Peace, and a 

| proſperous 


1 Iv. 17% 19 20, 0) Ibid XXiii, 13. 
00 Fas xxxiii. 8 9. , f ( | ; 
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of k his Wrath, "that e he may be 


capable to treaſure up. more Wrath, 


againſt the“ Day of Wrath and RE. - 
« velation of the righteous Judgmeor q 


a of God.“ 


Let thus much ſerve for 'he- Wer 
of the Fir Propoſition, namely, 
<© That: the Day of Grace ends with 


ec ſome Men, before God takes them 


ve” out of this World.“ ata 


Now chen, e ew” you by ſome 


Signs, how you may know that the 


Day of Grace is ended, or near to 
ending with the harren Profeſſor ; 
And after that thou fhait cut it down.” 


Firſt, He that hath ſtood it out 
againſt God, and that hath withſtood 
_ all thoſe Means for Fruit, that God 
| hath uſed for the making of him (if 
it might have been) a fruitful Free 
in his Garden, he is in this Dan- 
ger; and this indeed is the Sum of the 
Parable : 1 he F. ig: tree here mentioned, 


*. 
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was bleſſed with the Application of 
| Means, had Time allowed it to re- 
ceive the: Nouriſnment: But it out- 
| ſtood, withſtood, overſtood all, all that 
the Huſbandman did, all that the Vine- 7 
dreſſer did. 
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Signs if being paſt Grace.. 


But 2 little diſtinctiy to particularize 
in Four or Five Particulars, 


Sign I. 


Firſt The Day of Grace is ke 
to be paſt, when a Profeſſor hath 
withſtood, abuſed, and worn out God's 
Patience, then he is in Danger; this is 
a. Provocation, then God cries, Cut 
it door. There are ſome Men that 
ſteal into a Proteflion, no body knows A 
bow; even as this Fig-tree was 'q 
brought* into the Vineyard (q), by 4 
other Hands than God's: add there 
they abide lifeleſs, e care 
leſs, and without any good Conſcience to 
Ted at all. PTE; Oy came in 

for 
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for the Loaves, for a Trade, for a 


Credit, for a Blind; or it may be 


to ſtifle, and choak the Checks, and 
grinding Pangs- of an awakened, and 
diſquieted Conſcience. Now. having 
obtained their Purpoſe, „ like the 
« Sinners of Sion (r),“ they are at 

Eaſe, and ſecure; ſaying, like Agag, 
e Surely the Bitterneſs of Death is 
& paſt(s);” Lam well, ſhall be ſaved, 
and go to Heaven. Thus in theſe, 
vain Conceits, they ſpend 'a Year, two 
or three; not remembring that at every 


Seaſon of Grace, and at every Oppor- 


tunity of the Goſpel,. he Lord comes 


fecking bruit. Mell, Sinner, well, bar- 


ren Fig-tree, this is but a coarſe Be- 
ginning; God comes for Fruit. What 
have J here, faith- God, what a Hig- - 


tree is this, that hath ſtood this Year © 


in my Vineyard, - and brought me. 
forth no Fruit. I. will cry "unto 
him, Profeffor ! Barren Fig tree, be 


fruitful! I look for Fruit, I expect 
Fruit, I muſt Have Fruit, therefore 
bethink thyſelf,” At theſe Words the 


Profeſſor pauſes; but theſe are but 
Words, ut Blow, therefore off goes 
10 „ 


* 4 > 7 


(r) Amos v. x. ( 7 San. xv; 30. 


— 


e Zurren Fig Tree, 10 


ehis Conſideration from the Hearts: 
When God comes next Year, he finds 
him fill. as he was, A. barren, fruit- 
leſs Cumber-ground. And now again 
he camplains,. Here are Two Tears 
one, and 0 Fruit appears: Well, 

1 will defer mine Anger for my 
Name Sake (). I will defer mine 
Anger for my Praiſe, I will refrain 
from: ivee, tbat I cut thee not- off (as 

vet). I will yet wait to be gracious. 

But: this helps not; this hath not 
the leaſt Influence upon the barren 
_Fig+tree,—Tufo,. Taith he, here is no 
Threatening: Ged is merciful, he will 
defer his Anger, he waits: to. be 
gracious (u).: I am not vt! afraid. 
O how ungodh Men, that are un- 
awares crept: into the Vineyard, 
% how do they turn the Grace of 
God into Laſciviouſgeſs ().“ Well, 
he comes the: third Year for FE 
as he did before, but ſtill he finds 
but 4 harren: Hig-tree; Ne Fruit ;— 
Now he cries. out again, Q bo 
Dreſſer of my Vinchard, come hither, 
1 b 4 Mes tree Hake, . ood: theſe: 
Three 
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Profeſſor to Hell. 


ber, 


lay Hands upon him; 


2 be Bumm Fig Tree. 


T1 bree Nears in my Vineyard, and 
hath at every Seaſon diſappointed my 


Expectation, for I have looked for 
Fruit in vain. 


Cut it down, my Pa- 
tience is worn out, 7 ſhall wait on this 
. 10 Ge 


2. And now he begins to | ſhake 


the Fig tree with his Threatenings : 


Fetch out the Ax; now the Ax is 
Death (y); Death therefore is called 


for; Death come, ſmite me this Fig- 
tree, and withal the Lord fhakes this 


Sinner, and whirls him upon a Sick- 


bed, ſaying, Take bim, Death, he hath 
abuſed my Patience and Forbearance, 


not remembering that it ſhould have 
led him to Repentance, and to the 


-Fruits thereof. Death fetch away this 


Fig-tree io the Fire, fetch this barren 
At this, Death 
comes with grim looks into the Cham- 
yea, and Hell follows with him 
to the Bed-ſide, and both. ſtare this 
Profeſſor in the Face, yea, begin to 
one ſmiting 
him with Pains in his Body, with 
Head- ach, Heart-ach, Back- ach, I 
_ neſs 


00 Rem, fit 6 G l dc 7) 
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Als of Breath, Fainting Qualms, Trem- 
bling of Joints, Stopping at the Cheſt, 
and San all the Symptoms of a 
Man paſt all Recovery. Now while 
Death is thus tormenting the Body, 
Hell is doing with the Mind and 
Conſcience, ſtriking them with its 
Pains, caſting Sparks of Fire in thither, 
wounding with Sorrows and Fears of 
everlaſting Damnation, the Spirit of 
this poor Creature: And now he be- 
gins to bethink himſelf, and -to cry 
to God for Mercy; Lord, ſpare me ; 
Lord, ſpare me. Nay, ſaith God, you 
have been a provocation to me, theſe 
Three Years, How many Times have 
you difappointed me? How many 
Seaſons have you ſpent in vain? How 
many 'Sermons, and other Mercies did 
T of my Patience afford you? But all 
to no Purpoſe at all. Toke bim, 
Death, O, good Lord, faith the Sin- 
ner, ſpare me but this once. Raiſe me 
but this once. Indeed I have been a 
barren Profeſſor, and have ſtood to no 
Purpoſe at all in thy Vineyard: But 
ſpare'! O ſpare, this one Time, I be- 
ſeech thee, and I will be better. — 
Away, away, you will not, 1 have 
5 5 8 tried 
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are nought; if I ſhould recover you 


was before (and all this Talk is while 


Death ſtands by.) The Sinner cries 


again, Good Lord, try me tbis once, 
het me get up again this once, and fee 
if I do not mend. But will you pro- 
miſe me to mend? Ves, indeed, 


Lord, and vow it too; I will never 


be ſo bad again, I will be better. — 
Well, ſaith God, Death, let this Pro- 
feſſor alone for this Time. I will try 
him a while longer, he hath pro- 
miſed, he hath wowed. that he will 
amend his Ways. It may be he will 
mind to keep his Promiſes. Yows are 
ſolemn Things; it may be he may 
fear to break his Vows: Ariſe from off 
thy Bed; and .zow God lays down his 
Ax. At this the poor Creature is very 
thankful, praiſes God, and fawns up- 


on him, ſhews as if he did it heartily, 


and calls to others to thank him 
too. He. therefore riſeth, as one would 
think, to be a New Creature indeed. 


But by that he hath put on his 


.Cloaths, is come down from his Bed, 


and ventured into the Yard, or Shop, 


and 


tried you theſe three Years already, you 


again, you would be as bad as you 


D 
me 


: A 
J 6s Ru WG 21 


ſecond Thoughts: And ſays to his 


Jam I cannot tell what behind. hand; 


« Zecauſe Judgment was not (nem) 
* ſpeedily executed, therefore the 


God takes hold of his Ax again, ſends. 
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and there ſees how all Things are gone 
to Sixes and Sevens, he begins to have 


Folks, What have you all —4 doing? 
How are all Things out of Order? 


one may ſee if a Man be but a little 
a to- ſide, you have neither Wiſdom, - 
nor Prudence to order Things: And 
now, inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend the 
reſt of his Time to God, be doubleth his 
Diligence after this World” Alas! all 
muſt not be 16ſt, e maſt have a pro- 
vident Care: And thus quite forget- 
ting the Sorrows of Death, the Pains 
af Hell, the Promiſes and Vows which 
he made to God to be better: 
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«© Heart of this poor Creature is folly 
© ſer in him to do evil.“ 
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Theſe Things proving”: ineffSaton,” 


3 


Death to a Wife, to a Child, to Is 
Cattle, „ your young Men have I 
5 Bain, and taken away; your 
ws En (2) * J will blaſt him, croſs 

E * him, 


* FD c $L 1 e 
8 


(z) Amos iv. 9, 10. 
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him, diſappoint him, and caſt him: 
down, and will ſet myſelf. againſt him, 


At this the poor. Barren Profeſſor cries. 
out again, Lord, I have ſinned, ſpare: 
me once more I beſeech thee. O take 
= away. the Deſire of mine Eyes, ſpare 


ter. No; ſaith God,. you lied to me. 
laſt Time, I: will truſt you, in this, 
no longer, and with all he tumbleth. 


the Wife, the Child, the Eſtate in- 


Place, till this Profeſſor more un- 
fcignedly acknowledge his Offence (a2). 


At this the poor Creature is afflicted 
and diſtreſſed, rents his Cloaths (35), 
and begins to call the breaking his 
Promiſe and Vows to mind, he mourns. 
and prays, and like Abab, a whilt walks 
ſoftly, at the Remembrance of the 
Juſtneſs of the Hand of God upon 


miſes, Lord, try me bis one Time a 
take off thy Hand and ſee, 7bey 

far as never turn. Well, God Gareth. 
him 


(a) Hoſ. v. 14, 15. (6) x Kingy xxi. 27, 
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in all that he putteth his Hand unto. 


my. Children, bleſs me in my: La- 
9 and I will mend, and be bet- 


ro a Grave: And then returns to his 


him. And now he renews his Pro- 
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him again, ſets down his Ax again. 
« Many Times he did deliver them, 
ec but thy provoked him' with their 
cc Counſels, and were brought low 
« for their Iniquittes (e).“ | Now they 
feem to be thankful again, and are as 
if they were reſolved to be Godly in- 
deed, Now they read, they pray, they 
go to Meetings, and ſeem to be ſerious 
pretty while, but at laſt they forget. 
Their Luſts prick them, ſuitable 
Temptations - preſent * themſelves :— 
Wherefore-they turn to their own crook- - 
ed Ways again © When” he flew” 
e them, then they ſought him, and 
ce returned early after God, neverthe- 
* leſss they did flatter him with their 
«© Mouth, and lied unto him with 
ce their Tongue (a).“ | 


4 Vet again, The b will not 
PS. this Profeſſor, but will take up 
his Ax again, and will put him under 
a more heart-ſearching Miniſtry, a Mi- 
niſtry that ſhall: ſearch him, and turn 
him over and over, a Miniſtry that 
ſhall meet with him, and as Elijab met 
with Abab, in all his Acts of Wick 

. edneſs; 


(e) Pial. cvi. 43. (d) Pſal. [xxviii, 347 36. 
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ednefs; and © now the Ax is laid to 
<< the. Roots of the Trees (e).“ Be- 
ſides, this Miniſtry doth not only ſearch 
the Heart, but preſenteth the Sinner 
with the Golden Rays of the glorious 
Goſpel. Now is Chriſt Jeſus ſet forth 
evidently ; now is Grace diſplayed ſweet- 
ly; now, now are the Promiſes broken 
like Boxes of Ointment, to. the perfum- 
ing of the whole Room. But alas, 
there is yet no Fruit on this Fig-tree, 
While his Heart is ſearching, he wran- 
gles; while the glorious Grace of the 
Goſpel 1s unveiling, this Profeſſor 
wags and is wanton, gathers up ſome 
Scraps thereof, © Taſtes. the good 
* Word of God, and the Powers of 
© the World to come.” Drinketh in 
this Rain that comes often upon him (J), 
« But bringeth not forth Fruit meet 
e for him, whoſe: Goſpel it is; takes 
c no Heed to walk in the Law of the 
Lord God of J{frael, with all his 
« Heart (g);” but counteth that the 
_Golpel conſiſteth in talk and ſhew, 
and that our Obedience thereto, is a 
Matter of * that . Works 

-. le 


-A 


(e) Matt. Ul, 19, (7) Heb, vi. 32 8. (gs) 7 
Kings x. 31. 1 1 a 


Je Barren Fig 7. ree. 1 15 


lie in good Words, and if they can” 


finely talk, they think they bravely 
gle God. They think the Kingdom 
of God confiſteth- only in Word, not in 


Power: And thus proveth ineffectual 


this Fourth Means alſo. 


5. Well, Now. the Ar begins to be 
heaved higher, for now indeed. God 
is. ready to ſmite the Sinner, yet be- 


fore he will ſtrike the Stroke, he will | 


try one. Way more at the laſt, and. if 
that miſſeth, down goes the Fig tree. 
Now this laſt Way is 10 tug, and firive 
with this Profeſſor by his Spirit. Where- 
fore the Sperit_ of the Lord is now 


come to him: But not always to ſtrivs 


with Man, yet a while he will ſtrive 
with him, he will awaken, 
convince,, he will call to Remem- 
brance former Sins, former Judg- 
ments, the Breach of former Vows and 
Promiſes, the Miſpending of former 


Days; he will alſo preſent perſuaſive 
encouraging Promiſes, 


Arguments, 
dreadful Judgments, the Shortneſs of 


Time to repent in, and that there is 


Hope if he come. Further, he will 


ſhew him the Certainty of Death, and 
of 


Gen, i 3. 
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of the Judgment to come; yea, he 
will pull“ and ſtrive with this Sinner. 


But, behold, the Miſchief now lies 5 
here, here is tugging and ſtriving on 4 
both Sides. The. Spirit: convinces, . 5 
the Man turns a deaf Ear to God; 
the Spirit ſaith, Receive my Inſtruc | 


tion and live; but the Man pulls a- 
way his Shoulder; the Spirit ſhews 
him whither He is going, but the Man 
cloſeth his Eyes- againſt it; the Spirit 
offereth Violence, the Man ſtrives and 

reſiſts, They have done Deſpite unto 
ce the Spirit of Grace (h).“ The Spi- 
rit parlieth a Second Fime, and urgeth 
Reaſons of a new Nature: But the 
Spirit anſwereth, No; I have loved 
ce Strangers, and after them I will 
« go i).“ At this God's Fury ariſeth, 
now he comes out of his Holy Place, . 
and is terrible: Now he © ſwareth in 
cc his Wrath, they ſhall never enter 
cc into his Reſt.” TI exerciſed towards 

you my Patience, yet you have not 

turned to me, faith the Lord. I ſmote 

you in your Perſon, in your Relations, 

in your Eſtate, yet you have not re- 

turned 


85 Heb. x. 29, (i) Amos iv. 6, 8, 9, 10, 1. 
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turned unto me, ſaith: the: Lord. 
In thy Filthineſs is Lewdneſs: Be- 
«© cauſe I have purged thee, and thou 
ce waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be- 

« purged from thy Filthineſs any 
- cc" mare, hill. L cauſe my Fury to reſt 
upon thee (&).“ Cut it ann, M- 
dath it cumber the: Ground  . 


5 


57 
* 


Second Sign.” 


Another Sign that ſuch a Profeſſor 
is almoſt (if not qui ite) paſt Grace, is 
when God haih given him over, or eis 
him alone, and ſuffers him to do any 
Thing, and that without Controul, 
helpeth him not in Works of Holi- 
neſs, or in Straights and Difficulties, 
„ Ephraim | 18 joined to Idols, let him 
c alone: Wo be to them when I de- 
part from them (1). I will laugh at 
their Calamities, and mock when 
« their Fear cometh (n).“ 


| ( Eck. XXIV, 13. (1) Hol, vs 17. (a) prov. i 
24, 25, 26, 27, 2 28. x | 
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Barreu Fig-tree, thou haſt heretofore- 
been digged about, and dunged, God's 
Mattock hath heretofore been at thy 
Roots, Goſpel-dung: hath heretofore- 
been applied to thee; thou haſt here- 

tofore been ſtrove with, convinced, a- 
wakened, made to taſte and ſee, 0. 
cry, O the' Bleſſedneſſ Thou haft 
heretofore been met with under the 
Word, thy Heart hath melted, thy 
Spirit hath fallen, thy Soul hath trem- 
bled, and thou haſt felt ſomething of 
the Power of the Goſpel. But thou 
haſt ſinned, thou haſt provoked the 
Eye of his Glory, thy Iniquity is found 
to be hateful, and now perhaps God 
hath left thee, given thee up, and let: 
bee alone. 


ee thou waſt tender, thy 
Conſcience ſtartled at the Tempta- 
tion to Wickedneſs, for thou wert 
taken off from * the Pollutions of 
« the World, through ri Knowledge 
* of our: Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
«' Chriſt ();“ but that very Vomit 
that once thou wert turned from, 


'@) 2 Pet. in 22, 295 22. 
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now thou happeſt vp, with the Dog in 
the Proverb, again, and that very Mire, 
that once thou ſeemedſt to be waſhed 
from, in that very Mire, thou now art 
tumbling afreſh. But to particularize, 
there are Three Signs of a Man's. being 
given over of God. 


1. When he is let alone in Sin- 
ning, when the Reins of bis Luſts are 
looſed, and he given up to them. 
« And even as they did not like to 
< retain God in their Knowledge, God 
« gave them over to a reprobate 
'«© Mind, to do . thoſe Things which 
c are not convenient; being filled 
cc with all Unrighteouſneſs.” Seeft 
thou a Man that heretofore had the 
Knowledge of God, and that had 
ſome Awe of his Majeſty upon him; 
I fay, ſeeſt thou ſuch an one * Sporting 
ee himſelf in his own Deceivings (o),“ 
turning the Grace of our God 
into Laſciviouſneſs, and walking after 
his own ungodly Luſts; his Judg- 
ment, now of a long Time, linger- 
eth not, “ and his Damnation um- 
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Jobn forbids that Prayer 


"The Barren Fig W 


ct bereth not (p).” | Doſt thou hear, 
barren Profeſſor, it is aſtoniſhing to 


ſee, how - thoſe that once ſeemed 


Sons of the Morning (3), and 


were making Preparations for Eternal 
Life, now at laſt, for the Rottenneſs 
of their Hearts, by the juſt Judgment 
of God, to be permitted, being paſt 
feeling, to give: themſelves over unto 


Laſciviouſneſs, to: work all Uncleanneſs 


with Greedineſs. N great Number of 
ſuch were ia the Ff Goſpel-days; 
againſt whom Peter, and Jude, and 


John, pronounceth the heavy Judgment 


of God. Peter and Jude coup'e them 
„ with the fallen Angels (7); and 

bo made for 
them, becauſe that is happened te 
them, that happened to the Angels 
that fell. Who, for forſaking their 


« firſt State, and for leaving their own. 


© Habitation, are reſerved in Chains, 
© under everlaſting Darknels, unto 
ce the Judgment of the great Day.“ 
Barren Fig- tree, Doſt thou hear? 


F irſt, 


(0 2 pet. 8, 13, © 200 47 18. (r) 2 Pet. ii. 2, 
4, 55 6, To 


.. axe: 


The Barren Fig Tree. 
"0 irſt, 1 heſe are beyond. all Mercy. 


Secondly, Theſe are beyond all Pro- 
miſes. 1 


— 


Thirdly, Theſe are beyond all Hope 


of Repentance. | 


for Sin. 


even as the Devil, 


Fourthly, Theſe 3 no Intereeſ· 


for, nor any more Share in a Sacrifice 


„ 


Fifthly, For theſe remains nothing, 
but a fearful Looking for of Judg- 


men t. * 
\ * 


Sixthily, Wherefore theſe, are true 
. and Vagabonds, that be- 
ing left of God, of Chriſt, of Grace, 


of the Promile, and being beyond A} 


Hope, wander and ſtraggle to and fro, 
their Aſſociate, 
until the Time fhall come to die, 


or until they deſcend in Battle, and 
e 


5 


| Shorefore they are let alone in 
If theſe at any Time come 
there is for them 
7p 


under the aun, 
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10 God, no Saviour of the Means, of 


Grace, no Stirrings of Heart, 10 Pity 
for chemſetrer, no Love to their own 


Salvation. let them look on this 
Hand, or that, there they ſee ſuch 


Effects of the Word in others, as 
produceth Signs of Repentance, and 


Love to God and his Chriſt, Theſe 


Men only hade their Backs bowed down 
airway. Theſe Men only © have the 


Spirit of Slumber, Eyes that they 
. © ſhould not fee, and Ears that they 


© ſhould not hear to this. very Day (s).” 

Wherefore,” „ as they go to the Place 
ee of the Holy, ſo they come from the 
« the Place of the Holy; and ſoon 
* are forgotten in the Places where 


cc they Tſo did 275 8 Qaiy they reap 


this Damage, They treaſure up 


„ Wrath againſt the 3 of Wrath, 


« and Revelation of the riphteous 
Judgment of God (u).“ Look. to 


© barren Profeſſor. 


3. If he be viſited after the =Y 


mon Way of Mankind, either with 
„ Sickneſs, 


(s) Romans xi. 8, 9. 10. () Eccleſ. viii. 20. 
4% ROM. ii. 3, 4, 5. | ; 
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Hckneſs, Diſtreſs, or any Kind of 


Calamity, ſtill no God appeareth, no 
ſanctifying Hand of God, no ſpeciat 
Mercy-1s mixed with the Afflictiog. 
But he falls ſick, and grows well, lie 
the Beaſt; or is under Diſtreſs, as Saul, 
who, when he was engaged by the 
Philiftines, was forfaken and left of God. 


2 And: the Philifiines gathered them 


Ives together, and came and pitch- 


Fed in Spun m; ; and Sau / gathered ar 


& Ifraet together, and they pitched in 


% Gilboa: And when Saul ſaw the Hoſt ' 


« of the Philitines, he was afraid, and 
ee his Heart greatly trembled. And 
« when Saul enquired' of the Lord, 


_« the Lord anfwered him no more, 


« neither by Dreams; nor by Urim; 
nor by the Prophets (x).“ The 
Lord anſwered him 6 more, he had 
done with him, caſt him off, and re- 


jected him, and left him to ſtand and 


fall with his Sins by himſelf. But of 
this more in the Concluſion, therefore 1 
here forbear;- « 


9 Theſe Men may go whither they 
| E . 


Ul 


(x) 1 Sam. xxvni. 4, 5, 6. 
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will, de what they will, they may 
range from Opinion to Opinion, from 
Notion to Notion, from Sect to Sect, 
but are ſtedfaſt no where, they are left 
to their own Uncertainties: They 
have no Grace to eſtabliſh their 
Hearts; and though ſome of them have 
boaſted themſelves of this Liberty, yet 
Jude calls them, © wandering Stars, 
« to whom is reſerved the Blackneſs. 
© of Darkneſs for ever (y).“ They 
are left, as F told you before, to be 
Fugitives and Vagabonds in the Earth, 
to wander every where, but to abide 
no. where, until they ſhall deſcend: 
« to their own Place, with Cain and 
« Judas (z),“ Men of the ſame Fate 
with themſelves. | 


6 


AJ Third Sign: 


Thirdly, Aa Siga. that fach a 
Profeſſor is quite paſt Grace, is, when 
his Heart is grown ſo hard, ſa ſtony 
and impenetrable, that nothing will 


Pierce it. Barren Fig tree, Doſs thou 
conſt der? 


( Jude 13. (2) Acts i; 5. 


The Barren Pig Tree. 12 4 . 


| eonſider? A hard and impenitent 
Heart, is the Cuinſe of God (a). A 
Heart that cannot repent, is- inſtead 
of all Plagues at once: And hence it 
is, that God ſaid of Pharoab, when he 
ſpake of delivering him up in o_ 
greatneſs of his Anger, © I] will, 
ce this Time, ſitb be, ſend all 1 
« Plagues upon thy Heart (5). 


To ſome Men that have orievouſly 
ſinned under a Profeſſion of the Goſ⸗ 
pel, God giveth this Token of his Diſ- 
pleaſure; they are denied the Power of 
Repentance, their Heart is bound, 
they cannot repent: It is impoſſibie 
that they ſhould ever repent, ſhould 
they live a Thouſand Years; lt is im- 
* poſſible for thoſe: Fall aways to be 
« renewed again unto Repentance, 
e“ ſeeing they cruciſy to themſelves 
e the Son of God afreſh, and put him 

*© to open Shame (c).“ Now to have 

the Heart ſo hardened, /o judiciaily har- 
- dened, this is as a bar put in by the 
Lord God, againſt the Salvation of 
23 I this. 


A 


(a) Rom, ii. 5, {(65) Exod, ix. 14, (c) Heb. vi. 
4, 5, 5. „ 1 | 


* 
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this Sinner. This was the Burden of 
Spira's Complaint, *I cannot do it: 
O now I cannot do it,” 


This Man fees what he hath. done, 
what ſhould help him, and what 
Will become of him, yet he cannot 
repent (d); he pulled away his Shoul- 
der before, he ſtopped his Ears be- 
fore, he fhut up his Eyes before, and 
in that very Poſture God left bim, and 
10 he ſtands to this very Day. I 
have had a Fancy, that Lot's Wife, 
when ſhe turned into a Pillar of Salt, 
ſtood yet looking over her Shoulder, 
or elſe with her Face towards Sodom; 
as the Judgment caught her, ſo it 
hound her, and left her a Monu— 
ment of God's Anger to after Gene- 
rations. N 


We read of ſome that are ſeared 
dil an bot Iron, and that are paſt Feel- 
ing; for ſo ſeared Perſons in ſeared 
Parts are. Their Conſcience is ſear- 
ed (e). The Conſcience is the Thing 
that muſt be touched with Feeling, 
"he | Fear 


(d) Tech. vii. 12, 135 14. (e) g Tit. iv. 3. 


/ 
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Fear and Remorſe, if any good be 
done with the Sinner. How then can 
any good be done to thoſe wlioſe Con- 
feience is © worſe than that, that is 
. « faſt aſleep. in Sin (f).” For that 
Conſcience that is faſt aſleep, may be 
awakened and ſaved: but that Con- 
ſcience that is ſearez, dried, as it were, 
into a Cinder, can never have Senſe, 
Feeling, or the leaſt Regret in the 
World. Barren Fig-tree, hearken, j udi- 
cial hardening is dreadful. There is a 
Difference betwixt that Hardneſs of 
_ Heart, that is incident to all Men, 
and that which comes upon ſome as a 
Signal, or ſpecial Judgment of God: 
And although all Kind of Hardneſs 
of Heart, in ſome Senſe, may be 
called a Judgment, yet to be hard- 
ened with this Second Kind, is a Judg- 
ment peculiar only to them that 
periſh:, An Hardneſs that is ſent as 
a Puniſhment, for the Abuſe of Light 
received, for a Rewars of Apoſtacy. 


This Judicial Hardneſs is diſcovered 
from that which is incident to all 
Men, in theſe Particulars: - | 

9 N 1. It 
Y Eph. iv. 19. 
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It is an Hardneſs that comes 
after ſome great Light received, bes 
eauſe of ſome great Sin commiited ogainf 
that Light," and the © Grace that gave 
it. Such Hardneſs as Pparbabh had, 
after the Lord had wrought won 
drouſly before him: Such Hardneſs 
as the Gentiles had, a Hardneſs which 
darkened the Heart, a Hardneſs which 
made their Minds reprobate. This 
Hardneſs is alſo the ſame with that 
the Hebrews are cautioned to be- 
ware of ſi]; an Hardneſs that is cauf- 
ed by Unbelief, and a Departing 


from the Living God; an Hardneſs 


through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin: 


Such as that in the Provocation, of 


whom God ſware that they ſhould 
not enter into his Reſt, Twas this 
Kind of Hardneſs alſo that both Cain, 
and Iſhmael, and Eſau, were hardened 
with, after they had committed their 


great 7 anſerelſ. ons. 


2. It is the 8 Kind of Hard. 


neſs, and hence they are ſaid to be 


Harder than a Rock [#], or than an 
2 


Li] Heb, iii, 7 to 13. [I Jer. v. 3» 
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Atamant, that is, Harder than Flint. 
So hard that nothing can enter. | 


+) Se WS 
+. l 


3. It is an Hardneſs [I] given in: 
much Anger, and that: to bind the. 
Soul up in an Impoſſibility of Re- 
a POR TINO. L. 
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It i is an ha chan which 
{NG of which a Man muſt die: 
and be damned, . Profe ger, bearten 


10 . 


AF ourth Sign, 


 Fourthly, Another Sign that ſuch a 
Profeſſor is quite paſt. Grace, is 3 — 
he fortifies his hard Heart againſt- 
the” Tenour of God's Word. This is 
called hardening themſelves againſt God, 
and turning of the Spirit ag ainſt h 
[a]. As thus, when after a Profeſion 
of Faith in the Eord Jeſus, and of the 
Doctrine that is according to God- 
lineſs, they ſhall embolden them- 
J 1 n 


F!] Rom. ii. 5, [78] Heb. vi. 6. Fo} Job ix. 
4 „ 12, 13. | | VV 
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ſelves in Courſes of Sin, by promiſir wy 
themſelves that they ſpall have Life and 


Salvation natwithſtanding. Barren Pro- 


feſſor,” hearken' to this: This Man is 


calied, 4 Root that beareth Gall and 
IWormwoed, ora poiſonſul Herb [o], ſuch 


an one as is abominated of God; yea 


the Abhorred of his Sonl. For 


this Man ſaith, I Hall have Peace, 


though I walk in the Imagination, or 
Stubboruneſs of my J leart, to ada Drun- 
kenneſs to Thirſt (p]; an Opinion flat 
againſt: the whole Word pf God, 


yea againſt the very Nature of God : 


himſelf, Wherefore be adds that, 


Then the Anger of the Lord, and bis 
Jealouſy ſcall ſmoak againſt that Man, 


and all the Curſes that are written in 


God's Boot ſball lie upon bim, and God © 
hall blot out bis Name from under 


Freuen 2. 


Vea, that Man ' ſhall not fall to be | 
effectually 


deſtroyed, faith the Text, 
The Lord fhall ſeparate that Man unto 
eib, out of all Foe” Tribes of Irael, 


according 55 


Ie] Deut. xxx. 19. 
Idid, y. 1255 | 


1 Ibid, aux. 29. [f 
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According to. all the Gwe of the * £ 
wenant III. 


Hie fhall ſeparate him unto Evil he 
mall give him up, he ſhall leave him 
to his Heart, he ſhall ſeparate him to 
that, or thoſe that will aſſuredly be 
too hard for him. 


Noa this Judgment is much ef- 
fected, when God hath given a Man 
up unto Satan, and hath given Satan 
Leave, without Fail, to compleat his 
Deſtruction. I ſay, Mhben God hath 
given Satan 'Leave effettually: to compleat 
his Deſtruction: For all that are de- 
livered up unto Satan, have not, 
nor do not come fo this End. But 
that is the Man, whom God ſhall „e 
parate to Evil, and ſhall av in the 


Hands of Satan, to campleat, wenne 
a his DeBeuction, 


„Tbos 5 e Abab, a Man that 
. 1 himſelf ta work Wickedneſs in the. Sight 
of the Lord [s. And ibe Lord ſaid, 
HY ho 7895 perſuade Ahab, that be may 


20 


Ar! Deut. xxix. 21. LJ Kings Xi, 2 5, 
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: go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead? Aud || 


one ſuid on this Manner, and another ſaid on 4 
. that Manner: Aud there came forth a . 
Spirit, and ſteod before the Lord, and 
ſaid, I will perſuade bim. And the Lord 4 
ſaid unto him, Wherewith? And he 1 
pid, I will go forth, and be a hing 
Spirit in the Mouth of all his Prophets. 
And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt perſuade bim, 
and prevail alſo, go forth, and do ſo [II. 
Thou ſhalt perſuade him, and prevail; 
do thy Will, I leave him in thy Hand, 
-Go forth, and 8 


# D 


4 Wherefore in theſe Julgmens, the 
Lord doth much concern himſelf for 
| the Management thereof, becauſe of 
the Provocation, wherewith they have ; 
provoked him. This is the Man, 1 
whoſe Ruin God contriveth, and bring- 
eth to paſs by his own Contrivance, 1 
will chuſe their Deluſions for them. - f 
will bring their Fears upon them [u]. 
will leave them to their own 1 
or the Wickedneſſes that their Hearts 
are contriving of. I, even I, will 


cauſe them to be accepted- of, and 
delightful 


f 


4 


2 Ila, levi. 4. 


[4 1 Kings xxĩi. 20, 21, #2, 
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delightful 207 them. But who are 

they that mult thus be feared? 
Why, thoſe among Profeſſors, that 
have choſen heir own Ways, thoſe 
wh oe - Soul delighteth in their Abomi- 
nalions. 

Basse they received not the Love of 
the Truth that they might be ſaved: for 
for this Cauſe God ſhall fend them ſtrong 
Deluſions, that they. ſhould believe a The, 
that they all might be damned, who be- 
lieved not the Truth, but had. Pleaſure in 
U ne 


Sod ſpall ſend them; It is a great 
Word; Yea, Ged ſhall ſend them firong 
Delufions ; Deluſions that ſhall da, 
that ſhall 'make them believe a Lye. 
Why fo? That they all might be damned, 
every one of them that believe not the 
Truth; but bad W in RET 


teouſneſs LJ. 


There is nothing more provoking - 
to the Lord, than for a Man to pro- 
miſe, when God thteateneth; fer @- 

M Man 


C*] 2 Theſ. ii. 20, 5, 17, 13, 
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Man to be light of Conceit, that 
he will. be ſafe; and yet to be more 
wicked than in former Days: This 
Man's Soul abhorreth the Truth of 
God, no Marvel therefore if God's 
Soul” abhorreth him: He hath in- 
vented a Way eontrary to God, to 
bring. about his own. Salvation, no 
Marvel, therefore, if God invent a 
Way to bring about this Man's 
Damnation: And ſeeing that theſe 
Rebels are at this Point, We ſhall 
have Peace; God will ſee whoſe Word 


hall [a] ſtand, his or theirs, 
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A Feb, Another Sign of a Man's 
Wo | being paſt Grace, is, When he ſhall 
a8. "this, of and inwardly grin, and 
tre againſt the Lord, ſecretly pur- 
=_ poſing to continue ws Courſe, and 
wu put all to the Venture, deſpiſing the 
= Meſſengers. of the Lord, He that 


* deſpiſed Moſes! s Law; died without Mer- 
il Oy, of how much ſorer Puniſoment, 
1 1 1 5 ſauppoſe 


La! Jer. xliv. 26, 27, 28. 
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ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under Foot the Son of 
God, &c. [ö]. 
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Wherefore, ia: theſe Deſpiſers 95 
God hath ſet hintſelf, and foretold, 

that they ſhall not believe but periſh. 
Bebold ye Deſpiſers, and wonder, and pe- 
Triſh, for I work a Work in your Days, 
which ye ſhall in no Wiſe believe, though 
4 Man declare it unto 900 fc]... 


c : 4 
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After that thou ſhalt cut it down, 

Thus far we have treated of the- 
Barren Fig-Tree, or fruitleſs Profeſſor, 
with ſome Signs to know him by; ©. 
 whereto is added alſo ſome Signs of 
one who neither will or can, by 
any Means, be fruitful; but they 
muſt miſerably periſh, Now being come 
to the Time of Execution, I ſhall. 
ſpeak a Word to that alſo, After that 
— ſbalt cut it down, Chriſt at laſt 


turns the Barren Fig. Tr ree over to the 
f M2 . | 


[5] Heb; x. 23, [el AQs xi. 4c. 


Juſtice of God, ſhakes his Hands f 
bim, And gives him up to the. Fire 4 | 
bis Unprofitableneſs. | 


T Bou. ſhalt 3 down... 
Tue Things are here to be confidered. 


1. The Executioner, Thon the Great, 

the Dreadful, the Eternal God. Theſe 
Words therefore, as J have already 
ſaid, ſignify that Chriſt the Media- 
tor, through whom alone Salvation 
comes, and by whom alone Execution 
hath been deferred, Now giveth up 
the Soul, . forbears to ſpeak one Syl- 
jable more for him, or to do the 
Jeaſt Act of Grace further, to try 
for his Recovery; but  delivereth 
him up to that fearful. Diſpenſation, 
70 fall into the Hand of the ying 
Goa [4]: 


2. The Second to be conſidered, is, 
The Inſtrument by which the Execution is 
done, and that is Death, compared 
here to an Ax: and for as much as 
the Tree is not fellen at one. Blow, 
therefore 


[ Heb. x, ” 
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therefore the Strokes are here conti- 


nued, till all the Blows be ſtruck. 
at it, that are requiſite for its Felling; 


For now Cutting Time, and Cutting 
Work is come, Cutting mult be his 
Portion, till it be cut down. After 


that. thou ſhalt it down, Death, 1 
ſay, is the Ax, which God often 


uſeth, therewith to take the Barren 
Fig-tree out of the Vineyard, out of 


a Profeſſion, and alſo out of the World 


at once. But this Ax is now new-. 


ground, it cometh well-edged to the 
Roots of this Barren Fig tree. It hath 


been whetted by Sin, by the Law, 


and by a formal Profeſſion [e], and 
therefore muſt, and will make deep 


Gaſhes, not only in the natural Eife, 


but in the Heart, and Conſcience 


alſo of this Profeſſor. The Wages of 


Sin is Death, the. Sting of Death is Sin 
[f]. Wherefore Death comes not to 
this Man as he doth to Saints, muz- 
zled or without his Sting, but with 
open Mouth, in all his Strength; 
yea, he ſends bis Firſt-born, which is 


M T . ;- - 


Je! Rom. v. Tf ] 1 Cor, xv. 
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"Guilt. to devour his Strength, and to 
bring bin 10 the, oY of Terrors.[g]. 


But to give you, in a few Par- 
ticulars, the Manner of this Man's 
9 | | | 1 


. Now he i 5 fruitleſz Pruits 

beleagure him round his Bed, toge- 
ther with all the Bands and Legions "of 
his other Wickedneſs. His own Iniqui- 
zies. ſhall take the: Wicked himſelf, and be 
all be bolden in the Corgs of bis Sins, 
Prov. v. 22. | 


2. Now ſome terrible Diſcovery of 
God is made our, unto him, to the 
perplexing and terrifying of his guilty 
Conicience God ſhall caſt upon him, and 
not ſpare, and he ſhail be afraid of that 
which 75 Big L. | | 


3. The dark Entry he is to go 
through will be a ſore Amazement 
to him; Fer Fear ſball be in the Way 
[i]; yea Terrors ſhall take hold on 
him, when he ſnall ſee the yawning . 

| Jaws | 


Ln Job XVlit. 13, 14. [II Job xxvii. 22. T0 Eccl. 
"266 5. 
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Jaws of Death to gape upon him, 
and the Doors of the Shadow of 
Death open [&], to give him Paſſage 
out of the World. Now WhO will 
meet me in this dark Entry, how ſhall 
_ 1 paſs through this "BP N into 
another World. 


4. For the Reaſon. of Guilt, ad a 
ſhaken Conſcience, His Life will bang 
in continual Doubt before him, and be 
ſhall be afraid Day and Night [I], and 
\ ſhall have no Aſſurance of his Life. 


. Now alſo Want will come 

againſt him, he will come up like an 
armed Man [m]. This is a terrible 
Army to him that is Graceleſs in 
Heart, and Fruitleſs in Life. This 
Fant will continually cry in thine 
Ears, here is a new Birth wanting, 
a new Heart, and a new Spirit want- 
ing, here is Love and Repentance 
wanting; here is the Fear of God 
wanting: and a good Converſation 
wanting; Thou art weighed in the Bal- 
lance, and art found wanting | n|. 


6. Together 13 


[k Job 3 xxxvni. 17. [1] Deut. xxvili, 66, 67. qm]! 
Prov. xxiv. we (u] Dan. Ve 27. 1 | 
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6, Together with theſe, ſtandeth 
by the Companions , Death, Death 
and Hell, Death and Devils, Death 
and endleſs Torment in the ever- 
laſting Flames of devouring Fire. 
When God ſhall come up unto the Peo. 
ple, be will invade them with his 


Troops [o]. 


But how will this Man. die? Can 
#ow his Heart .endure, or can his 


Hands be ſtrong [p]. 


1. God and Chriſt, and Pity bave + 

leſt him: Sin againſt Light, againſt = 

Mercy, and the Long- ſuffering 8 ? 

God, Is come up againſt bim; his Hope 

9 and Confidence now lie a ching by him, 

= and his Conſcience Yoiters and foakes 
continually within him. : 


2. Death i is at his Work, Cutting of 
him down, hewing both Bark and | 
Heart, both Body and Soul aſunder; l 
I The Man groans, but Death hears \ 1 
=_ him © not: He looks ghaſtly, carefully, ” 
4 -: -- * dejectedly;- | 
= | | 


= [0] Hab. iii, 16. [L271 Exck, xxii, 14. 
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pedaling he fighs, he ſweats, . he 
trembles,. but ers: matters nothing. t 


3. Fearful. Sable haunt him, 
Miſgivings, direful Apprehenſions ef 
; God terrify him. Now he hath 

Time to think what the Loſs of Hea- 
ven will be, and. what the Torments 
of Hell will be; now he looks no 
Way, but he. IS. rights. 


, 2 „— — 
n n - 
. 


4. Now would he U but may 
not; he would live, though it were 
but the Life of a Bed- ridden Man, but 

muſt not. He that cuts him down, i 
ſways him, as the Feller of Wood 
ſways the Tottering Tree; now this Way, 
then that, at laſt a Root breaks; an 

Heart - ſtring; an Eye- ſtring ſnaps J 


aſunder. 


„ „ —_—_— 


And now, could the Soul be. 
axnibilated, or brought to notÞtag, 
for how happy would it count tlelt; 
but it fees that may not be. Wherefore- 

\ it is put to a wonderful Strait: ſtay 
in the Body it may not, go out of 
the Body 1t dares not. Life is going, - 

the Blood ſertles 1 in OE Fleſh, and the 
Lungs 
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=_ - 1 being now no more able to 
draw Breath through the Noſtrils, at 
| laſt out goes the weary trembling 
Soul, who is immediately ſeized by 
Devils, who lay lurking in- every Hole 
in the Chamber for that very Pur- 
poſe: His Friends take Care of the 
Body, wrap it up in the Sheet or Cof- 
fin, the Soul is out of their Thought 
and Reach, going down to the Cham 
ber of Death. | 


T had thought to _ ailuget; 

but I forbear: God, who. teaches 

Man to profit, bleſs this brief and 
plain Diſcourſe to thy Soul, who 

yet ſtandeſt a Profeſſor in the Land 
of the Living, among the Trees of his A 
Garden. Amen. | : 


